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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the commemoration responses to a social loss after a collective
traumatic event using the case of commemoration services for the Sewol ferry disaster in Korea. In particular,
this study compared the commemoration responses to the accident between its first and second anniversary.
For this purpose, newspaper articles regarding the memorial services for the Sewol ferry disaster were
collected to draw 25 most frequent topics through topic modeling method. The most crucial topic was
found to be “shared collective memories about loss”. The major topics on its first anniversary were related
to the memory of the victims, while the topics on the discovery of the truth about the accident increased
relatively more during the second anniversary. These results demonstrated that the social environment
in which one can feel free to share loss-related stories with others is critical for fast recovery from social
losses.
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Figure 1. Topic distribution of total articles
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Appendix 1. Classification of topic category

Low—category topics (T)

Medium—category topics (M)

High—category topics

(H)
T5. Online PRs of goods for ferry Sewol commemoration
T13. Picture exhibition for victim commemoration with Jeju—do . -
. ) . M1, Commemorative activity
residents participation for victims by citizens in
T15, Condolatory calls for ferry Sewol victims by the public eneral v
T17, Performances for ferry Sewol victim commemoration by domestic g
and international sports teams
T4, Buddhist eyent for ferry Sewol commemoration in its 1st anniversary M2, Religious rituals for souls
in Gwangju of victims by religious
T11. Protestant services and cultural festivals for commemoration cople y g
T24, Catholic services for commemoration peop
T9, Establishment of commemoration center for ferry Sewol victims . .
. . M3, Creation of commemorative
in general in Incheon space to memorize ferr H1, Sharing of
T14, Creation of local residents space for ferry Sewol victim P e v : g
. Sewol victims collective memory
commemoration
of loss
T7, Gift donation for victim commemoration by entertainers
T8. Documentary film production regarding ferry Sewol sink M4, Activity to commemorate
T18, Presentation of commemorative literary works and holding of and memorize ferry Sewol
commemorative performances by cultural people and artists sink by cultural people
T19. Release of records and performances for ferry Sewol commemoration and artists
by musicians
T3. Commemorative event by victims siblings and peers
T6. Book concert for victim commemoration . .
. . . . - M5, Commemorative activity
T16, Joint memorial service on festive day by bereaved families and .
o held and participated by
citizens bereaved families
T10, Commemorative concerts and fund—raising activity with bereaved
chorus’ participation
T20, Demapd 'for revising special law on ferry Sewol by bereaved family M6, Demand for special law
association enactment and revision
T23, Performance for demanding special law enactment in Jeolla Province
M iti ’ i H2 ial fli
T21, Commemorative cultural festival for demanding discovery of truth 7. Citizens co'm'm'emoratlve ! Soma ‘con‘ et on
. . event to criticize investigation of
in Gyeongsang Province ) . . .
. . government s coping with cause of accident
T25. Regular commemorative gathering by Koreans abroad .
accident and measures
MS8. Police—citizen collision
T12, Citizen—police collision in commemorative gathering in ferry Sewol
commemoration event
T2. Regular commemorative musical performance by victims' friends | M9, Commemorative activity H3. Commemorative
T22. High school students’ commemorative cultural festival in 2nd by victims' friends and activity by groups
anniversary of ferry Sewol sink peers strongly
M10, Ferry Sewol connec‘ged with
T1, Victim commemoration duration set by education office commemoration activity victims
characteristics

by public institutions




