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Abstract

In disaster reconstruction process, various issues reflect the political and social context of society regardless
of physical characteristics of disasters. This study compared the post-disaster issues of the 2008 Sichuan
earthquake in China and the 2002 Typhoon Rusa in Korea. The issues can be classified into four types
such as physical reconstruction, social resilience, recurrence prevention, and regional development. In China’s
case, as the central government initiated the issues as a major player, the issues of efficient reconstruction
were found noticeable and strongly connected to the issue of nationwide economic development. However,
bureaucratic inefficiency and low trust level were also found in China. In Korea, public input was relatively
strong and pluralized including NGOs, private firms, interest groups and the public. Civil participations in
Korea were well organized and local voices were relatively strong in connection with their interests.

Key words: social context, disaster recovery issue, Sichuan earthquake, typhoon Rusa
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Figure 1. The conceptual framework of the study
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Table 1. Contextual difference in physical reconstruction issue area

China

Korea

Reconstruction Style

Government initiated and focused in efficiency

Less efficiency and people’s check toward
bureaucratic formalism

NGO Participation

Central Government's initiation
and weak NGO participation

Strong NGO participation

Level of Conflict

Weak because of strong government

Complex and strong because of various participants
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Table 2. Contextual difference in social resilience issue area
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China

Korea

Location of Corruption

Problem in beneficiary(recipient)’s part.
(esp. individual citizen)

Problem in supplier’s part
(esp. public servant)

Corruption Style

Operational problem

Problem of the distribution system itself

Level of Trust Weak

More strong

Level of Conflict

Strong because of low trust level of
donation distribution system

Less strong
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Table 3. Contextual difference in recurrence prevention issue area

China

Korea

Verification of the Cause

Dispute within specialists

Various participants including citizens

)

of Disaster and high rank bureaucracy NGOs, mass media, etc,
Citizens  Action Level Weak Strong with demonstration
Citizens’ Request Level Weak More specific

Table 4. Contextual difference in regional development issue area

China

Korea

Scale Whole nation's scope

Regional scope

Main Participant (Central) Government

Governments, regional corporations and citizens

Conflict between
Government and Citizens

Individual and temporary

More continuous because of well organized civic group
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