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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine how the Chinese press reports their nuclear power generation.
Specifically, we analyzed the article type, news frame, and tone of coverage reported in People s Daily
and Guangming Daily. The main findings are as follows. A commentary appeared to be the dominant type
(77%). It is showed that the main news frame of the Chinese Press is episodic frame (86%) that usually
used to be a positive tone toward China’s nuclear power policy. The content frame is skewed heavily toward

the topics on the pride of one's own country’s nuclear technology and enhancing safety awareness frame
(61%). In addition, the frames which are newly added to the Chinese press reports include nuclear technology,
enhancing safety awareness, pride of their own technology, and education for nuclear power frame. These
findings are expected to be used as basic data to establish a policy for environmental risk communication

concerning nuclear power in Northeast Asia.
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Table 1. Type of content frame of news coverage about nuclear power

Type of content frame Explanation

Emphasis on safety accidents related to nuclear power plants(NPPs) and concerns about

Environmental safet, . o
@ v environmental contamination caused by them

@ Economic utility Emphasis on economic efficiency or unavoidable need for nuclear energy

Emphasis on governmental support, political will, or actions on nuclear power policies and

(® Will to execute a policy .
programs/projects

@ Advances in nuclear

technology Emphasis on development and necessity of nuclear power generation technology

Emphasis on the safety of NPPs, the possibility of control on accidents, and the spread of

Enhancing safety awareness .
® g 7 nuclear safety culture in order to promote safety awareness related to nuclear power

Emphasis on international excellence, zero accidents and effective management of nuclear power

(® Pride of their own technology technology

Emphasis on emotional aspects of nuclear power related persons daily life(e.g., employees,

(? Human interest . ) . .
local residents, experts, etc.), working environment, and contribution to nuclear power

Emphasis on the necessity of nuclear—related personnel development through school education

Education for lear r . . .
UCaton LT HUCiear POWer |, 14 introduction of education programs
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o7 OJ =2 A}%E 1,]-1':0-] /\EHT;] y_tﬂ’ <9_] lq_l?jliﬂ—‘_; 8H/g Table 3. Formal frame of news coverage about nuclear power in China
71AF 6674 (71. O% EFo|E 7|A} 17?:]_(18'3%) 9] Formal frame
A 7)AF 104(10.8%) 02, (FHadryL A 7)Af Press Tone Episodic | Thematic | Total
frame frame
7471(84.1%), ~EHo|E 7|AF 1071(11.4%), 94 714 .| Positive | 57 (91.9%) | 5 (8.1%) | 62 (100%)
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Table 4. Content of news coverage about nuclear power in China

Content frame
Press Tone Environ FEconomic Will to | Advances |Enhancing | Pride of Human Education Total
mental . execute a|in nuclear | safety their own |, for nuclear
safety utility policy |technology | awareness | technology interest power
) Positive [0 (0,0%) (11 (17,7%)| 1 (1.6%) | 10 (16.1%) | 9 (14.5%) | 29 (46.8%) |2 (3.2%)| 0 (0.0%) | 62 (100%)
r ifﬁ;s Neutral |0 (0.0%)| 5 (16.1%)|4 (12.9%)| 6 (19.4%) |15 (48.4%)| 1 (3.2%) [0 (0.0%)| 0 (0.0%) | 31 (100%)
Total 0 (0.0%) |16 (17.2%)| 5 (5.4%) | 16 (17.2%) |24 (25.8%) | 30 (32.3%) |2 (2.2%)| 0 (0.0%) | 93 (100%)
Positive |1 (1,6%) | 7 (11.3%)| 1 (1.6%) | 5 (8.1%) |17 (27.4%) | 27 (43.5%) |3 (4.8%)| 1 (1.6%) | 62 (100%)
G“alfjf;mg Neutral |0 (0.0%)| 3 (11.5%)|5 (19.2%)| 4 (15.4%) |12 (46.2%)| 0 (0.0%) [0 (0.0%)| 2 (7.7%) | 26 (100%)
Total 1 (1.1%) |10 (11.4%)| 6 (6.8%) | 9 (10.2%) |29 (33.0%) | 27 (80.7%) |3 (3.4%)| 3 (3.4%) | 88 (100%)
Positive |1 (0.8%) [18 (14.5%)| 2 (1.6%) | 15 (12.1%) |26 (21.0%) | 56 (45.2%) |5 (4.0%) | 1 (0.8%) |124 (100%)
Total Neutral [0 (0,0%)| 8 (14.0%)|9 (15.8%)| 10 (17.5%) |27 (47.4%)| 1 (1.8%) |0 (0.0%)| 2 (3.5%) | 57 (100%)
Total 1 (0.6%) |26 (14,4%)|11 (6.1%) | 25 (13.8%) |53 (29.3%) | 57 (31.5%) |5 (2.8%)| 3 (1.7%) |181 (100%)
Statistical Press x? = 8133, df =17, p= 321
verification | press*Tone x* = 50,896, df =17, p =000
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