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Department of Social Welfare, Seoul Cyber University, 60, Solmae-ro 49-gil, Gangbuk-gu, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study aims to examine the elderly counselors’ experience in involvement with alcoholic elderly abuse
cases at the elder protection agency. The data were collected over a period starting from October 2016
to January 2017. Focus group discussions were conducted with 21 elderly abuse counselors working at
four elder protection agencies in Seoul and Kyounggi Province. The data were analyzed using the Giorgi’s
phenomenological method. The data analysis results revealed 15 themes on situated structural descriptions
(SSDs) including 4 main themes such as (1) the vicious cycle of drinking and elder abuse, (2) confrontation
with alcoholic elderly abusers, (3) a growing burden of alcoholic elderly abusers, and (4) passive involvement
with alcoholic elderly abusers. Considering the limited involvement of elderly abuse counselors at the elder
protection agency with alcoholic elderly abusers, it is recommended to provide assistance in cooperation
with local alcohol agencies.

Key words: elderly abuse, elder protection agency, alcoholic elderly abuser, qualitative research
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Table 1. The demographic characteristics of the research participants

Age | Gender Service area
A research participant 1| 30 Female Seoul
A research participant 2| 28 Male Seoul
A research participant 3| 26 Female Seoul
A research participant 4 | 28 Male Seoul
A research participant 5| 26 Female Seoul
A research participant 6 | 28 Male Seoul
A research participant 7| 23 Female Seoul
A research participant 8 | 47 Female Seoul
A research participant 9| 30 Male Seoul
A research participant 10 | 26 Female Seoul
A research participant 11| 30 Male Seoul
A research participant 12 | 27 Female Seoul
A research participant 13 | 34 Female Gyeonggi
A research participant 14 | 44 Female Gyeonggi
A research participant 15| 38 Male Gyeonggi
A research participant 16 | 29 Male Gyeonggi
A research participant 17| 40 Female Gyeonggi
A research participant 18 | 30 Female Gyeonggi
A research participant 19 | 35 Male Gyeonggi
A research participant 20 | 28 Female Gyeonggi
A research participant 21| 30 Female Gyeonggi
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Figure 1. The structure of elderly abuse counselors experience of involvement in alcoholic

elderly abuser case
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