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A Plan for Implementing Immediate Compulsion in the Fire Administration
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Abstract

In the fire administration, immediate enforcement could impede individual interests or property of the citizen
that could interfere with fire-fighting operations during the emergent situation causing immediate risks to
other people’s lives and property. However, due to the emphasis of private property protection, the fire
administration officials tend to enforce immediate compulsion passively out of fear that they might be responsible
for compensation and be involved in litigation. To ensure and promote the effectiveness of enforcing immediate
compulsion, institutional supplementation is required. In addition, fire officers should be empowered to directly
take precautions against danger on behalf of the police when they notice any obstruction to firefighting
activities. Other suggestions include enrolling fire officers in compensation insurance, creating an investigation
system for liability of fire officers who are involved in litigation from their firefighting activities, and sharing
compensation burden with the national or local government.

Key words: fire prevention administration, firefighting disruption, immediate enforcement
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Table 1. Fire occurrence by year

Human damage Property damage
year Occurrence S
Sum Death injury (100 million won)

2010 41,863 1,892 304 1,588 2,665

2011 43,875 1,861 263 1,598 2,565

2012 43,249 2,222 267 1,955 2,895

2013 40,932 2,184 307 1,877 4,345

2014 42,135 2,181 325 1,856 4,064

2015 44,435 2,090 253 1,837 4,331

2016 43,413 2,024 306 1,718 4,206
% Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Fire Department 2017,
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Table 2. 119 Structural activities by year

year Number of dispatch Rescue cases Rescue personnel
2010 389,713 281,743 92,391
2011 431,912 316,776 100,660
2012 565,753 427,735 98,533
2013 531,699 400,089 110,133
2014 598,560 451,050 115,038
2015 630,197 479,786 120,393
2016 756,987 609,211 134,428

% Source:. Statistical Yearbook of the Fire Department 2017,

Table 3. 119 Emergency activities by year

year Number of dispatch Number of transfers Number of patients transferred
2010 2,045,097 1,428,275 1,481,379
2011 2,034,299 1,405,263 1,458,822
2012 2,156,548 1,494,085 1,543,379
2013 2,183,470 1,504,176 1,548,880
2014 2,389,211 1,631,724 1,678,382
2015 2,536,412 1,707,007 1,755,031
2016 2,677,749 1,748,116 1,793,010

% Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Fire Department 2017,
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