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Abstract

The policy design and implementation processes for vulnerable populations in disasters are scattered across
various governmental agencies in Korea including the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, the Ministry
of Health and Welfare and the Ministry of Public Administration and Security, depending on the type of
the vulnerable and the nature of the disaster. Moreover, there is no effective strategy to assist the vulnerable
during the processes of disaster response and recovery. Therefore, this study aims to improve the support
system for the victims of disasters in Korea by analyzing and comparing the U.S. and Japanese systems
of protecting and supporting the vulnerable. Based on the lessons from the two countries, we analyze the
current status of disaster support system in Korea and draw implications for policymakers and practitioners
in Korea. In conclusion, the study suggests several measures to improve the support system for the vulnerable
in Korea, including legal reform, organizational reconstruction, and clear identification of tasks and re-
sponsibilities among relevant government agencies.
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Table 1. Current status of the ordinance for vulnerable people to disaster

Metropolitan Autonomy

Local Autonomy

Busan—si Gijang—gun, Buk—gu, Haeundae—gu
Daegu—si Buk—gu, Dalseo—gu
Incheon—si Ganghwa—gun

Gyeonggi—do

Yeoncheon—gun, Gunpo—si, Yeoju—si, Gapyeong—gun, Guri—si

Gangwon—do

Goseong—gun

Chungbuk—do

Goesan—gun, Cheongju—si

Chungnam—do

Gyeryong—si, Gongju—si, Geumsan—gun, Buyeo—gun, Seocheon—gun, Taean—gun,
Hongseong—gun

Jeonbuk—do

Jinan—gun

Jeonnam—do

Damyang—gun

Gyeongbuk—do

Goryeong—gun, Gunwi—gun, Mungyeong—si, Andong—si, Yeongcheon—si, Ulleung—gun,
Uiseong—gun, Chilgok—gun

% Source: National Law Information Center(2017.12.10),
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Table 2. Organizations participated in the collaborative symposium for populations with special health-care needs in Boston
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Boston Public Health
Commission, Massachusetts

Deaf—Blind Contact Center, Disability Policy | Nurses Association, American Red Cross of Mass | Department of Public Health

Consortium, Hearing Loss Association of
Greater Boston, Victory Programs

Bay, DelVlle Institute for Emergency Preparedness,
Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers
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