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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to identify the factors affecting the nursing students’ problem-solving ability.
Data were collected through a self-report questionnaire survey conducted between September 1 to October
10, 2017 from 200 students enrolled in three different nursing colleges in Busan and Yangsan in Korea.
The variables such as critical thinking disposition, resilience, creativity and problem-solving ability were
measured. Critical thinking disposition, resilience and situational adaptability had significantly positive effects
on problem-solving ability (R-squared: 48.2%) and critical thinking disposition was found to be the most
significant factor for problem-solving ability among nursing students. The results from this study suggest
that critical thinking disposition, resilience and situational adaptability should be considered as the main
influential factors when developing intervention strategies to enhance the problem-solving ability of nursing

students in Korea.
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Table 1. Problem solving ability according to general characteristics (N=200)
Characteristics Categories N(%) Mean®SD tor F 2 Scheffé
Gender Male 23(11.5) 2.84%0.29 1.385 0.177
Female 177(88.5) 2.7610.27
Age (yr) 21~22 105(52.5) 2.7410.27 -1,90 0.058
Over 23 95(47.5) 2.81%+0.27
Personality Negative® 31(15.5) 2.6910.26 7.04 0.001 a,blc
Positive” 147(73.5) 2.76%0.26
Very positive® 22(11.0) 2.96%0.28
Adaptability Can't adapted well® 19( 9.5) 2.67%0.18 10.50 {0,001 a,b{c
according to Well Adapted® 154(77.0) 2.75%0.25
the situation Very well adapted® 27(18.5) 2.98%0.33
change
Health status Very bad 7( 8.5) 2.88%0.20 4.15 0.007 (=)
bad 14( 7.0) 2.78%0.26
good 130(65.0) 2.72%0.26
Very good 49(24.5) 2.87%0.29
Club activity No club 106(53.0) 2.75%0.25 1,18 0.320
Very few 66(33.0) 2.77%0.30
Usually do 17( 8.5) 2.84+0.29
Very frequently 11( 5.5) 2.88%0.30
Motivation for By interest 74(37.0) 2.80%0.25 0.37 0.828
selecting By grade 12( 6.0) 2.70%0.25
major of By parent’s 37(18.5) 2.77%0.25
Nursing recommendation
For employment 54(27.0) 2.76%0.32
To service others 23(11.5) 2.76%0.27
2. ChARte HITR TS, RO, Hol, A AARE BaEEe 58wkl 5 4120 44500)
THaiZss d= UL ApoletEd Al 3,540,467, AolAd2 HrBEA
apAe] vk Aade, Aot Ao, & 3.53+0 4470]lal, TLHo] BAF A% 47
A ass Hiew (Table 2)9F Aok, IS T updo)] 9.7740 27408 Ueht
Table 2. Variables for descriptive statistics (N=200)
Variables Ttems M=%SD Item mean Scale range
Problem solving ability 31 85.95%8. 41 2.77£0.27 1~4
Critical thinking disposition 27 92.01+£11.81 3.41%0.44 1~5
Resilience 16 56.74%7.42 3.54%0.46 1~5
Creativity 36 127.20£16.01 3.53%0.44 1~5
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Table 3. Correlation of the variables

(N=200)

Variables Critical thinking disposition Resilience Creativity Problem solving ability
r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p)

Critical thinking 1

disposition

Resilience 1

Creativity 1

Problem solving ability .66 (,001) 2 (.001) .54(.001) 1

Table 4. Factors influencing problem solving ability (N=200)
Variables B SE B t P Adj R?
(Constant) 39.30 3.84 10,244 <001

Critical thinking disposition 0.38 0.04 0.54 8.569 <.001 438

Adaptability according to the situation change t 3.69 1.30 0.15 2.846 .001 466

Resilience 0.20 0,07 0.17 2,719 .007 482

Tolerance= VIF=1,545,

Durbin Watson=2, 215,

Adj R®=482, F=62.837, p< 001

Dummy variable: f Adaptability according to the situation
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