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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to present the problems and a development plan in the legal, administrative
and financial aspects of volunteer fire department in Korea. The results of the study are as follows. First,
the purpose and duty of the volunteer fire department should be revised from 'Assistance in Fire Service'
to 'Support and Cooperation in Fire Service' in the Law on the Establishment and Operation of the Volunteer
Fire Department; , which could make its role voluntary and initiative instead of being passive and heteronomous.
Secondly, the volunteer fire department should be positioned as a 'community safety guard' to support fire-fighting
activities as a local disaster prevention leader rather than just a volunteer. Third, it is necessary to promote
their continuous participation not only by enhancing their psychological satisfaction but also by providing
financial rewards such as salary and retirement allowances for those who work for several days a month.

Key words: volunteer fire department, fire service, volunteer, community safety guard
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Table 1. Comparison of volunteer fire department in USA, Japan and Korea

Division Contents
Legal — fire station can only be set up as a volunteer firefighter
As icts — consisting of full-time or part—time
p — similar qualifications as occupational firefighters
— local autonomous organizational patten
USA Administrative | — activities alone
Aspects — operating of educational institutions within a university or state
— having specialized training instructors, Professional and repetitive education training
Financial — pay unpaid, small mobilization allowance payment
Aspect — various program development motivation, economic benefits such as tax reduction, physical
P compensation, implementation of health insurance system
Legal — operated by fire brigade
As icts — firefighter assist, enlightenment activity of fire and disaster prevention
p — special positions (part—time) local officials
- h level
Administrative seventh leve sygtem .
Aspects — leader of local disaster prevention
Japan p — general, executive and special education for a certain period in firefighting school
— welfare benefits such as medical care for injured crew, recreation, corporal disease, disability,
. . survivor compensation
Financial .
Aspect — uniform payment
P — annual fixed annual salary payment, payment of allowance at the time of dispatch of disaster
scene, retirement compensation payments for over 5 Years
Legal — part—time job assistant for firefigher, fire prevention, promoting for local residents, various
As icts support activities against fire, damage from storm and flood, dispatch to the other disaster sites
p — city * province or town within 60 people, myeon or professional fire brigade within 50 people
— fire service force assistant, volunteer, leader of local disaster prevention
Korea Administrative | — mainly installed and operated in Eup, Myeon, and Dong
Aspects — regular education over 4 hours a month
— conducting training at the National Fire Service Academy or Local Fire Service Academy
Financial — pay unpaid, payment of small allowance to dispatch,
Aspect — Injury crew medical treatment during firefighting, disability, funeral service, survivor compensation,
P uniform payment
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