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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the North Korean defectors’ perception and awareness on human
rights crisis from an equal opportunity perspective. The results show that they recognized discrimination
in equal opportunity with the average score of more than 3.0 points regardless of their demographic and
socioeconomic backgrounds. The major findings with statistical significance are as follows. First, as for demo-
graphic background, education is associated with ‘discrimination against educational opportunities’, while
age is significantly related to ‘higher education, the possibility of higher socioeconomic status’. Second, in
terms of socioeconomic background, the possibility of hierarchical movement is related to ‘high education,
the opportunity of career choice’ according to residential area, while recognition of hierarchical discrimination
is associated with ‘hierarchy, limit of career choice’ according to time of escape from North Korea. Finally,
recognition of hierarchical discrimination appears to related to ‘fair punishment of lawbreaker’ according to
hierarchy in North Korea.

Key words: North Korean human rights awareness, viewpoint of equal opportunity principles, demographic background,
socioeconomic background, discrimination awareness
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Table 1. Discrimination awareness against granting opportunities

Means/Standard deviations M
Categories Variables eans
A B gap | P-values
(A-B)
men women
Gend Discrimination on educational opportunities 3.150/1.348 2.880/1.362 0,270 0,463
ender
Discrimination on public official participation 4.150/1.137 3.950/1,154 0.200 0.527
Restrictions on career selection opportunities 3.800/1,196 3.450/1,280 0.350 0,312
20s and 30s over forty
A Discrimination on educational opportunities 2.970/1,349 2.970/1.378 0,000 0,995
ge
Discrimination on public official participation 4.030/1,085 4.000/1,211 0.030 0,908
Restrictions on career selection opportunities 3.480/1,214 3.650/1,305 —-0,170 0,620
high school graduate | more than college graduate
- Discrimination on educational opportunities 3.150/1,318 2.310/1.316 0,840 0,046*
ucation
Discrimination on public official participation 4.110/3.550 3.690/1.251 0.420 0,251
Restrictions on career selection opportunities 3.550/1,316 3.620/1,044 -0.070 0.876

# p{0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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Table 2. Discrimination awareness against social systems

Categories Variables Means/Standard deviations Means gap
A B (A-B) P-values
men women
Gondor Respect for the elder 2.100/1.119 2.180/1.130 -0.080 0.809
Priority for the elder 2.350/1.565 2.400/1.130 -0.050 0.893
The elder's decision 3.500/0.946 3.680/1.289 -0.180 0.593
20s and 30s over forty
Age Respect for the elder 2.170/1.167 2.130/1,088 0.040 0.882
Priority for the elder 2.280/1.251 2.480/1.435 -0.200 0,563
The elder's decision 3.410/1.268 3.810/1.078 -0.400 0.200
high school graduate | more than college graduate
Education Respect for the elder 2.150/1.142 2.150/1,068 0.000 0.989
Priority for the elder 2.400/1,424 2.310/1.032 0,090 0.116
The elder's decision 3.620/1.208 3.620/1,121 0.000 0,997

# p{0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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Table 3. Discrimination awareness against possibility of hierarchy movement

. Variabl Means/Standard deviations
ategories ariables Means gap
B (A-B) P-values
women
H1gh§r educatlen, the pos&blhty of 3.050/1.191 3.000/1.340 0.050 0.888
higher socioeconomic status
Gender Hieh od - N - :
igh education, the opportunity o 2.300/0.979 2.850/1,122 ~0.550 0,067
career choice
The help of a good university graduate 2.100/1.165 2.180/1.152 -0.,080 0,814
20s and 30s over forty
H1gh§r educatl}on, the pos&blhty of 3.980/1.292 9 770/1.309 0.510 0.131
A higher socioeconomic status
ge . . .
High education, the opportunity of 2.930/1,100 2.420/1,057 0.510 0.071
career choice
The help of a good university graduate 2.280/1,066 2.030/1,224 0.250 0.416
high school graduate | more than college graduate
Higher education, the possibility of 2.910/1,365 3.380/0,870 0,470 0.143
higher socioeconomic status
Education _— - . - ;
igh education, the opportunity o 2.620/1.095 2.850/1.144 -0.230 0.511
career choice
The help of a good university graduate 2.110/1.165 2.310/1,109 -0.200 0.580
* p<0.05, ** p{0.01, *** {0,001
HIA2 AL wlsiet, e 28T A2 Tk < M9 FYEY o= SAAZoIUYTL ATl
A, e s SOl NEFE ST ARG 2 A8HI A4S Roltt
P EY o oA B 2 5HET W HA S Hel SR, A o2 A% A4 20t~30
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Table 4. Discrimination awareness against hierarchical discrimination

o Variabl Means/Standard deviations
ategories ariables Means gap
B (A-B) P-values
women
Individual success depends on 2.300/1,625 2.280/1.154 0.020 0,951
Gender individual ability
Fair punishment of lawbreaker 3.050/1.317 3.150/1.388 -0.100 0.790
Hierarchy, limit of career choice 4.200/1,152 4.100/1.105 0.100 0.746
20s and 30s over forty
Individual success depends on 2.690/1,514 1,900/0.978 0.786 0.022°
Age individual ability
Fair punishment of lawbreaker 2.930/1.250 3.290/1.442 -0.360 0,308
Hierarchy, limit of career choice 4.100/1,012 4.160/1.214 -0.060 0.842
high school graduate | more than college graduate
Individual success depends on 2.190/1.313 2.620/1,325 0,430 0.308
Education individual ability
Fair punishment of lawbreaker 3.190/1,393 2.850/1,214 0.340 0.420
Hierarchy, limit of career choice 4.320/0.,958 3.460/0,858 0.860 0,054
p<0.05, ** p{0,01, *** p<0,001
- - 1 a1 = -
AFE RSUE AL SRl Aaglo] WS ko AR e puelae B
o, Qe gt A AAA ke Hattol A, AFA Gl W 7] 5] 5 oo tigt 2pE 14 0]
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Table 5. Discrimination awareness by residential area

Means/Standard deviations y
Categories Variables Within the Outside the e(aj.;l_ng)gap P-values
border(A) border(B)
Discrimination of 'educatlonal 2 940/1.392 3 110/1.167 ~0.170 0.731
opportunity
Choice of . .
Opportunity | “mitation on the appointment of | 4oy o7y 3.330/1.323 0.810 0.051
public officials
Restriction of career choice 3.550/1.286 3.670/1.118 -0.120 0.798
Respect for the elder 2.120/1.125 2.330/1.118 -0.210 0.598
Recognition of Priority for the elder 2.330/1.337 2.670/1.414 -0.340 0.497
social system
The elder's decision 3.710/1.171 3.110/1.167 0.600 0.165
Higher education, the possibility of | - g6y 554 3.330/1.323 -0.373 0,426
higher socioeconomic status
Possibility of . . .
hierarchy | 18P education, the opportunity of |y 5oh ., o 3.330/1.000 ~0.784 0.048"
career choice
movement
The help of a good university 9.180/1.178 2.000/1,000 0.176 0.674
graduate
Individual success depends on
Recognition of individual ability 2.160/1,271 3.000/1,414 0.840 0,076
hierarchical Fair punishment of lawbreaker 3.160/1,405 2.890/1,054 0.270 0.588
discrimination
Hierarchy, limit of career choice 4.140/1.114 4.110/1.167 0,030 0,949

# p{0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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Table 6. Discrimination awareness by the time of escape form North Korea

Time of escape form

Standard

Categories Variables North Korea Means deviations P-values
~1999 2.83 1,465
Discrimination of educational 2000~2005 2,76 1,480 0.730
opportunity 2006~2010 3.29 0,951 ’
2011~2015 3.17 1.295
~1999 3.61 1.420
Choice of Limitation on the appointment of 2000~2005 3.00 1,225 0 081
Opportunity public officials 2006~2010 3.00 1,291 '
2011~2015 2,78 1.396
~1999 3.61 1,378
o ) 2000~2005 3.7 1,105
Restriction of career choice 0.160
2006~2010 2,57 1.272
2011~2015 3,78 1,166
~1999 2.22 1,166
2000~2005 2.47 1,281
Respect for the elder 0.330
2006~2010 2.14 0.690
2011~2015 1,78 1.003
~1999 2.44 1,294
iti 2000~2005 2.53 1,328
ReCanltlon of Priority for the elder 0,916
social system 2006~2010 2.29 1,380
2011~2015 2.22 1,478
~1999 3.94 1,110
. 2000~2005 3.53 1,281
The elder's decision 0.574
2006~2010 3.43 0,787
2011~2015 3,44 1,294
~1999 3.28 1,406
Higher education, the possibility of 2000~2005 2,88 1,166 0 786
higher socioeconomic status 2006~2010 2.86 1,574 :
2011~2015 2.94 1,211
~1999 2,67 1,237
Possibility of - i ; 2000~2005 2.88 0,993
hierarchy High educaz;c;r;,ertl;%oiggortumty of . . 0.781
movement 2006~2010 2,57 0,976
2011~2015 2.50 1.150
~1999 2.56 1,423
) ) 2000~2005 2.06 0.899
The help of a good university graduate 0,152
2006~2010 2.43 1,134
2011~2015 1.72 0,958
~1999 2.1 1,231
Individual success depends on 2000~2005 2,18 1,074
R o 0.811
individual ability 2006~2010 2.43 1.618
2011~2015 2.50 1,543
~1999 3.61 1.420
Recognition of 2000~2005 3.00 1,225
hierarchical Fair punishment of lawbreaker 0.300
discrimination 2006~2010 3.00 1,291
2011~2015 2,78 1,396
~1999 4.39 1.037
2000~2005 3.41 1,228 .
Hierarchy, limit of career choice 0,015
2006~2010 4.43 0,787
2011~2015 4.44 0,922

# p(0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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Table 7. Discrimination awareness by hierarchy in North Korea
Categories Variables Hierarchies Means Standard deviations P-values
Core group 3.07 1,592
Discrimination of Aeducatlonal Base group 9 95 1394 0.912
opportunity
Watchdog group 2.75 0,957
Core group 4.14 1,167
Choice of Limitation on the appointment
Opportunity of public officials Base group 4.10 1.100 0.069
Watchdog group 2,75 0,957
Core group 3.86 0,864
Restriction of career choice Base group 3.52 1,383 0,453
Watchdog group 3.00 0,816
Core group 2.00 1.240
Restriction of career choice Base group 2.19 1,110 0,848
Watchdog group 2.25 0,957
Core group 2.36 1,393
Recggmnon of Respect for the elder Base group 2.29 1,312 0,226
social system
Watchdog group 3.50 1,291
Core group 3.36 1,447
Priority for the elder Base group 3.64 1,122 0,403
Watchdog group 4.25 0.500
Higher education, the Core group 3.21 1.477
possibility of higher Base group 2.90 1,185 0,551
socioeconomic status Watchdog group 350 1.732
Possibility of Hich education Core group 3.00 0,961
hierarchy Eh education, = Base group 2,57 1,129 0.436
¢ the opportunity of career choice
movemen Watchdog group 2.50 1,291
Core group 2.64 1,082
The help of a good university Base group 198 1115 0.168
graduate
Watchdog group 2.25 1,500
Core group 2.79 1,626
Individual success depends on
individual ability Base group 2.05 1,125 0,100
Watchdog group 3.00 1,633
Recognition of Core group 3.93 1.269 |
hierarchical Fair punishment of lawbreaker Base group 2.83 1,305 0.029°
discrimination Watchdog group 3.25 1,258
Core group 4.29 1,069
Hierarchy, limit of career choice Base group 4,19 1.042 0.103
Watchdog group 3.00 1,633

# p{0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001
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