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Abstract

This study was conducted to explore the structural relationships among neglectful parenting,
rights-respecting school environment, self-esteem, and depressive mood, focusing on the mediating effect
of rights-respecting school and self-esteem in the relationship between neglectful parenting and child’s
depressive mood. The responses from 3,799 elementary school students (4th-6th grade), extracted from
the 2016 Survey on the Rights of Children and Youth, were used for analysis. According to the findings,
children with neglectful parenting were more likely to suffer from depressive mood. A rights-respecting
school environment and self-esteem significantly mediated the pathway between neglectful parenting and
depressive mood in children, and the sequential mediating effect was also significant. This finding contributes
to promoting public attention to the importance of intervention against neglectful parenting. Further, the
establishment of a rights-respecting school environment and self-esteem training was suggested to reduce

the negative influence of child neglect.
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Figure 1. Research model
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of model variables
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Latent variable Items Mean SD (Mli{r?-n]\%[eax)

I sometimes wear dirty clothes or sleep in a dirty bed 1.16 0.55

Neglec.tful My parents/caregivers leave me alone when I am sick 1.08 0.40 s
parenting My parents/caregivers do not care when I do not have meals 1.10 0.47
My parents/caregivers do not care when I am absent from school 1.04 0.31
Friends from school respect and show consideration to me 3.19 0.67

Rights respecting | Teachers respect students 3.51 0.66 14
school Teachers treat students fairly 343 0.71
School change or create classroom rules considering students’ opinions 321 1.09
I am a valuable person like other people 297 1.04

Self-esteem I have various strengths 3.07 0.86 1-4
I have a positive attitude towards myself 3.13 0.84
I sometimes feel lonely without any reason 1.56 0.83

Depressive mood | I sometimes feel anxious without any reason 1.50 0.80 1-4
I sometimes feel sad or depressed without any reason 1.51 0.82

% Source: 2016 Survey on the Rights of Children and Youth(2016).
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Table 2. Mediating effect of rights respecting school and self-esteem in the pathway from neglectful parenting and depressive mood

Bias-corrected
95% C.I.

0.06 ~ 0.15

0.03 ~ 0.11

0.02 ~ 0.06

S.E.

0.03
0.

02

0.01

Estimates (B)

0.10%

0.06*

0.03*

Pathway

Neglect — Rights respecting school — Depressive mood

Neglect — Self-esteem — Depressive mood

Neglect — Rights respecting school — Self-esteem — Depressive mood

= Neglectful parenting

Note: Neglect
*p < .05
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