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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the trend of research on suicide among adults in Korea and future directions
for research on this topic. Using Research Information Sharing Service (RISS), Korea Citation Index (KCI),
Korean studies Information Service System (KISS), and National Assembly Library, 79 studies related to
suicide among adults were identified. Years published ranged from 2004 to 2018. Following is the results
of the study. Following is the results of the study. Research on suicide among adults started from 2004
and the number of publications was the largest in 2016, but since then it has gradually decreased. The
most frequent research question in those studies was about the variables related to suicide among adults.
The most frequent academic field in which studies were published was psychological counseling. The research
subjects were mostly general public samples rather than individuals at risk or individuals whose occupations
are reported to have higher suicide rates. In addition, only 20 of the 79 studies belonging to the typology
of the course of suicide. The most frequent methodology utilized was quantitative research design with
structured surveys. Based on the results of this study, implications for future research were suggested.
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Classified category

Details

Basics Publication year, Thesis and academic journal, Academic field

Subject of research

Reality and phenomenon of adult suicide, Variables related to adult suicide, Prevention and intervention of adult suicide,
Development of Adult Suicide Scale, Subtype classification of adult suicide.

Object of research
attempt, suicide)

1) Object of study(General public, Specific target)
2) The course of the suicide(stress factors, negative thoughts, depression, suicidal idea, approaching suicidal tools, suicidal

Research method Quantitative research, Qualitative research
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Table 2. An analysis of trends by the year

Year Thesis Journal n(%)
Master Doctorate
2004 2(2.5) - - 2(2.5)
2005 - - 1(1.3) 1(1.3)
2006 - - 1(1.3) 1(1.3)
2007 1(1.3) - 1(1.3) 2(2.5)
2008 1(1.3) - 2(2.5) 3(3.8)
2009 - - - 0
2010 - 1(1.3) 2(2.5) 3(3.8)
2011 - - 5(6.3) 5(6.3)
2012 4(5.1) - 1(1.3) 5(6.3)
2013 2(2.5) - 2(2.5) 4(5.1)
2014 23.7) - 7(8.9) 9(11.4)
2015 5(6.3) - 3(3.8) 8(10.1)
2016 3(3.8) 4(5.1) 9(11.4) 16(20.2)
2017 4(5.1) 1(1.3) 8(10.1) 13(16.5)
2018 4(5.1) - 3(3.8) 7(8.9)
n 28 6 45 79
(%) (354) (7.6) (57.0) (100)
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Table 4. An analysis of trends by Subject of research

Thesis
Field of study Journal n(%)
Master Doctorate

Counseling 11 1 13 25

psychology (13.9) (1.3) 165 | 316
. 4 2 14 20

Health nursing 1) 25 | a1 | es3)
. 5 1 6 12
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Subject of research Journal 0
Master | Doctorate (%)
Adult suicidal reality 1.5 3 5 9.5
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Variables related to 20 3 345 57.5
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Development of Adult i i 2 2
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70 1
60 + 56.5
[ A study on the variables affecting adult suicide
50 +
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% 30 4 = A study on the variables correlating to adult suicide
20 1
10 + 6.1 [I7 A study on the variables affected by adult suicide
0
Suicide related variables
Figure 2. The number of studies on the variables associated with adult suicide
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Table 5. An analysis of trends by object of study
Thesis
Object Journal n(%)
Master Doctorate
General public ordinary person 12(15.2) 1(1.3) 18(22.8) 31(39.2)
undergraduate 5(6.3) 7(8.9) 12(15.2)
soldier 5(6.3) 4(5.1) 9(11.4)
suicide-related person 1(1.3) 3(3.8) 5(6.3) 9(11.4)
) specific age 2(2.5) 6(7.6) 8(10.1)
Specific target -
specific place 1(1.3) 1(1.3) 1(1.3) 3(3.8)
a melancholiac 2(2.5) 2(2.5)
inpatient 1(1.3) 1(1.3) 202.5)
ect 1(1.3) 2(2.5) 3(3.8)
n(%) 28(35.4) 6(7.6) 45(57.0) 79(100)
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Table 6. An analysis of trends by the course of suicide

Thesis
The course of the Journal | n(%)
suicide Master Doctorate
icid 2 2 4
swede ©.1) - 0.1 | (183)
.. 1 3 23 6.3
suicidal attempt 46) (13.7) 105) | 288
approaching suicidal ) ) 0.3 0.3
tools (1.4) (1.4)
i 4 2.8 6.8
suicidal idea (18.3) - 128 | 310
. 1 1 1.5 35
negative thoughts “6) “6) 69) (16.0)
stress factors ! !
4.6) 4.6)
n 8 4 9.9 21.9
(%) (36.5) (18.3) (45.2) | (100)
5. 7Y 24
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Table 7. An analysis of trends by research method
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