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Abstract

This study aims to conceptualize self-determination of people with developmental disabilities in order to
develop a scale that measures their level of self-determination in the social work fields. This study employed
a methodology designed as three phases including theoretical analysis, fieldwork and final analysis, following
the Hybrid model suggested by Schwartz-Barcoot and Kim (1986, 2000). The results showed that
self-determination of people with developmental disabilities is characterized by five main components such
as autonomy, psychological empowerment, self-realization, self-regulation and awareness of their own
rights. There is also possibility of dynamic relationship among all the components of self-determination
of people with developmental disability. However, the results of fieldwork suggest that some terms and
expressions should be modified. The findings provide theoretical implications that can be used as the
important basis for developing the measurement scale of self-determination among people with
developmental disabilities.
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Classification Participant 1 Participant 2 Participant 3 Participant 4 Participant 5 Participant 6
Gender Female Female Female Female Female Female
Age Forties Forties Thirties Forties Forties Forties
Gender of children Female Male Male Male Male Male
Age of children Late teens Late teens Early teens Early 20s Early 20s Late 20s

o . Developmental Intellectual Intellectual . Intellectual Intellectual
Disabilit type of children | - -ty disability disability Autism disability disability
Disability grade of children 2nd grade Ist grade Ist grade 3rd grade 3rd grade 2nd grade
Table 2. General characteristics of participants : expert group

Classification Participant 7 Participant 8 Participant 9 Participant 10 Participant 11 Participant 12
Gender Female Female Male Male Female Male
Age Forties Fifties Fifties Fforties Fifties Forties
Career 10 years 11 years 20 years 20 years 12 years 18 years
Current position Center leader Center leader Center leader Team leader Secretary-general Center leader
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