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Abstract

Emerging infectious diseases have unique characteristics that require collaborative efforts to be properly
addressed. The well being of human life free from infectious diseases is recognized as a basic social right
in the Constitution and implemented under the law in many countries. In South Korea, the standard manual
for disaster risk management in response to infectious diseases is prepared and operated according to
the respective laws and guidelines. However, it is questionable whether the response system for infectious
disease crisis described in the manual is appropriate and reasonable. The composition and hierarchy of
an initial response task force formed according to the manual are varied and inconsistent depending on
the title and type of the infectious disease and its reporting and management system is highly decentralized,
which requires thorough review and revision. Considering the paragraph 6 of Article 34 of the Constitution
of South Korea stipulating the government’s duty of making efforts to secure the Constitutional Principles
of the Social State and the Principles of Social Basic Rights, a critical review is needed to evaluate whether
or not the Korea CDC’s initial response system meets these principles.
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4 Countermeasure group
according to infectious
disease
(Group leader : Center for
Public Health Emergency
e b e e — Preparedness and Response)
*Flexible positions® /

Ad\nsory body | ................. —

l <Meed to be established= J { Situation Analysis / Media / 1

International Cooperation National Communication

Crisis Response Bioterrorism
Risk _Assessment &. . _Dwmon/ . Office of Communication

] { Preparedness / response ] [

International Cooperation Division of Emerging
.__Infectious Diseases Response )

. S -

.
1
- 1
i Resource ] Quarantine ] Patient Monitoring / | [ Diagnostic Management / }
management management Epidemiological Research | | | Laboratory Inspection
- N N 7 ™ 1/ Infectious Disease
- . i Diagnosis Management
Division of Emerging 1 P
. N . 1 Division /
Resource Quarantine Infectious Diseases | . .
. 1 Department of High Risk
management Support Section Response / 1 .
Emergency room 1 Pathogen Analysis /
gency H Biosafety Evaluation &
S S s Control y
:
1
1

1 . .
|___tsmallpox) Immunization management

Resource management /
Crisis Response Bioterrorism Division /

(Additional Designation Section)

—————

i
1
1
1
1
1
1
A\

-

* The above task force is composed and operated based on the interest level of the crisis warning phase. As the crisis warning progresses, its composition
and operation are expanded in detail.

** When looking at the structure of the organization and operation of the above-mentioned countermeasure group, it should be noted that the ‘advisory
body’ is an organization that is not currently formed, and that it is the part that claims that I need to establish a new organizational system(—
This is mentioned in IV. 2. 3).).

% Source: KCDC(2020: 8).

Figure 1. Composition and operation of disease groups by disease-based on the stage of interest of KCDC
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