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Abstract

The Korean Civil Society Index (2008-2010) : Participation,
Organization, Values, Impact, Environment

Sung-Soo Joo

The result of the Korean Civil Society Index(CSI) survey undertaken for
the 2008-2010 period with the cooperation of CIVICUS shows that the
Korean civil society is still underdeveloped as compared to the
socioeconomic and political development level. The CSI scores for five
distinct dimensions are 44 out of 100 points for civic engagement, 65 for
the level of organization, 57 for the practice of values, 46 for the perceived
impact, and 71 for the external environment. As shown in the CSI scores,
the Korean civil society has a rather favorable environment for growth, but
is not well supported by citizen participation. Its moderate levels of
organization and practice of values and the low level of 'percievced impact’

indicate some developmental issues for the restructuring of civil society.

Key words: civil society, Korean civil society, civil society index, civic

engagement
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