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Abstract

Verifying identity and scopes of social enterprises : case of
France

Chang-Hack. SHIM

This study has, as an exploratory research about identity and scope of
social enterprises, the purpose of analysing the characteristics of French
social enterprises based on the structural-functional approach and legal
approach.

This study has found the following points.

First, SIAE is the representative social enterprises of France in the
perspective of  structural-functional approach. As work-integration social
enterprises which has the purpose of job creation for the disadvantaged,
SIAE has installed as the principal partners for policies against poverty and
social exclusion since the late 1990’s. Diversity of insertion structure,
agreement, application of wage aid contract for the disadvantaged, strong
role of the local government can be considered as SIAE’s characteristics.

Second, the legal approach about social enterprise in France leads to a
concern for Public interests Cooperative Ltd (Scic). Appeared in the year
2001, Scic has the significant meanings of new social economy’s
organization which not only combines entrepreneurial spirit and social
usefulness, introduces also a new way of democracy, despite its short
history and modest employment effects.

Third and finally, this study shows that the emergence of social enterprises
in France seems to have the chance to expand outer margin of social
economy through its reinterpretation, not to provoke weakening identity

and dismantling. Because, despite the emphasis on its entrepreneurial
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attributes, the traditional values of social economy, that is limited profit
distribution, democratic decision-making,  independence and autonomy
principle, social usefulness and public interest are inherent in the social
enterprises. Whether these findings can be accepted generally will be a

future research subject.

Key words: French social enterprises, Structural-functional approach,
Legal approach, Structures d’Insertion par D’activité économique(SIAE),

Sociétés Coopératives d’Intérét Collectif (Scic).
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