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Abstract

The political condolences by the bereaved families of the
Sewol-ho Ferry disaster and 416 Movement.

Yu, hae jeong(Sungkonghoe University)

The study examines the process the condolences were shaped, organized
and socially revealed by the bereaved families of the Sewol-ho Ferry disaster
who had had their sons and daughters from Danwon High School. The
bereaved families put themselves forward in the middle of the precipitous
funeral process as a key player in the 416 Movement, which was organized
to call for fact-finding and for building a safe society. This was because
they realized the (non)feasance by the government in dealing with disasters,
along with the politico-social conditions under which the act of offering
condolences was not made possible.

They organized themselves in order to reveal the truth behind the death
and to realize justice. The political condolences by the bereaved families
were actualized through the 416 Families Council. However, it was small
groups including meetings by school class, 416 Handicraft Workshop that
developed and sustained the council itself.

In addition, with a view to socially spreading the political condolences,
they have constructed social solidarity and organized for citizen participation
by creating and practicing a variety of unprecedented and unique methods
of movement. Through this, the political condolences, which continued over
the past four years, are calling for responsibilities to change the present, to
mourn and remember, and to transform the future.

key word: Sewol-ho, disaster, political condolences, 416 Movement,
Micromobilization Contexts
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