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Abstract

Spread and Production of Fake News on Social Media
‘The 20th Presidential Election

Hee Min™ Hanbyul Choi**

In existing research, social media is discussed as a major
source of the spread of fake news. This is because social media
facilitates the production and sharing of information that has
not been fact-checked and edited. It is also possible that
recommendation algorithms reinforce selective consumption of
information. This view is quite persuasive. However, this study
examines the problem of fake news within the context of
politics, focusing on how current political environments enable
the production and sharing of fake news. Based on this
perspective, we analyze the characteristics of fake news
production and dissemination on social media. Initially, we
examine where, by whom, and with what content the fake news
was produced, focusing on news related to the 20th presidential

election that was identified as fake by the SNU FactCheck

* First/Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, College of Social
Sciences, Pusan National University, Busan.

** Assistant Professor, College of Law, Public Administration, and Police,
Kunsan National University, Gunsan.

2N OCI0] Sl 7k AT 2R 147



platform. Secondly, we analyze the structure of the spread of
fake news on Twitter. The results indicate that the fake news
surrounding the last presidential election was mainly produced
by political candidates or parties. Additionally, the diffusion
network of fake news on Twitter was characterized as a
‘community clusters,” composed of homogeneous users.
Ultimately, the implication of this study is to uncover the nature

of the fake news that is spreading in recent Korean politics

Key words: Social media, Fake news, Political polarization,

Twitter, Network of community clusters
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