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Abstract

The Clash of Human Rights and Peace
© An Analysis of Civil Society Organizations’ Leaflet
Activities to North Korea since the 2000s

Bo-hyuk. Suh™

Is leaflet scattering to North Korea part of psychological
warfare or part of the North Korean human rights movement?
This study aims to evaluate leaflet activities to North Korea by
South Korean civil society organizations for the past 20 years
since the 2000s. For analytical discussion, the actor-network
theory (ANT) and the dual interdependence theory of human
rights were utilized. The leaflet activities to North Korea by
civil society organizations unfold in a storyline of four stages.
At each stage, changes occurred in the main actors and
dominant norms. In the process, many leaflet scattering groups
have taken a fundamentalist attitude and selective approach to
human rights, and raised concerns about peace. As a result, a
paradox occurs in which the actor-network for the leaflet

activities develops, but at the same time, it becomes difficult

* Senior Researcher at the Korea Institute for National Unification (KINU).
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to achieve the purpose of leaflet activities.

Key words : Leaflet to North Korea, North Korean Human
Rights, Interdependence of Human Rights,
Actor-Network Theory (ANT), Peace, Border

Area, Inter-Korean Relations.
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