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“It must be humorous, because humour is an essential part of Chinese
nature, deep, mellow, kindly humour, founded upon the tragic knowledge
and acceptance of life.”
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But there are people who do not wear or kowtow to the official buttons.

Man has a deeper nature in him which Confucianism does not

quite touch.

Confucianism, in the strict sense of the word, is too decorous, too reasonable,
too correct. Man has a hidden desire to go about with dishevelled hair,
which Confucianism does not quite permit. The man who enjoys slightly

rebellious hair and bare feet goes to Taoism.
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Taoism, in theory and practice, means a certain roguish nonchalance, a
confounded and devastating scepticism, a mocking laughter at the futility of
all human interference and the failure of all human institutions, laws,
government and marriage, and a certain disbelief in idealism, not so much
because of lack of energy as because of a lack of faith. It is a philosophy
which counteracts the positivism of Confucius, and serves as a safety—valve
for the imperfections of a Confucian society. For the Confucian outlook on
life is positive, while the Taoistic outlook is negative, and out of the alchemy
of these two strange elements emerges the immortal thing we call Chinese
character.(f¥so far as this negative attitude toward life is concerned, Buddhism
is merely Taoism a little touched in its wits.)
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Realism is, then, characteristic of old age, as idealism is characteristic of
youth. When a man is past forty and does not become a crook, he is either
feeble-minded or a genius. To the latter class belong the “big children,” like
Tolstoy, Robert Louis Stevenson and Sir James Barrie, who have in them so
much native childishness, which, combined with experience of fact, gives
them that capacity for eternal youth which we call immortality. All this is,
however, pure Taoism, in theory and practice, for there is no profounder
collection of a concentrated roguish philosophy of life than that contained
in the five thousand words of Laotse's Taotehking.

17) ko] ), 53%, U2 ot 2t
All good Chinese literature, all Chinese literature that is worth while, that is
readable, and that pleases the human mind and soothes the human heart is
essentially imbued with this Taoistic spirit. Taoism and Confucianism are
the negative and positive poles of Chinese thought which make life possible
in China.
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{Abstract)

As Lin Yutang(MkGE%) refers to Confucianism and Taoism, Confucian
thought is not suitable for human nature from the educational point of
view. Reactionally, TaoistG&%X) thought is suitable. In chinese philosophy,
to be a great Chinese who has the mutual supplement & integration of
the Romantic Taoist and the Classical Confucian. True Chinese literature
was created by Taoist thought.

For example, we are relieving the strict life of Confucius from a form
fitted to some extent and a moral sermon. Chinese writers mention ethics
18 in the morning and discuss morality 7%, but if they go out into the
field, they will write poems and make lyrics.

The poem is full of Taoist thought. This is why poetry accounts for
the majority of their writings and the most Chinese writers make poems.

So, what is the reason for evaluating Taoist thought like this?

It can be estimated with two kinds. One is to comfort the injured
heart of the Chinese as a supplement to Confucian faults. The other
thing is to act as a nutritional agent in Chinese literature. Lin considers
Taoist as naturalism = ‘painkiller’, and clarifies the relationship between
immortal masterpieces and Taoist thought.

In other words, if the theory of Confucianism is useful in the age of
peace and national unity. Romanticism of Taoist thought, poetry of a
Taoist, is useful to solve the suffering and grief of the Chinese in the
era of chaos.

In other words, the power of the negative and positive in Taoism and

Confucianism are to keep the Chinese survive.
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