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< Abstract >

This paper studies the characteristics of passive sentences of Sinitic
languages. As the characteristic elements of the passive sentence, the
passive implementation method, the predicate, the subject, the agent, and
the passive semantic elements were analyzed. As a passive implementation
method of Sinitic languages, there are word order, preposition, and

patient particle. Most Sinitic languages use word order and preposition
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to express the meaning of passive, and there is one language that use
word order and patient particle. Transitive verbs and dynamic verbs are
generally used as predicates in passive sentences, showing the appearance
of canonical passive predicates. The subject usually has the role of an
patient, appears at the beginning of a sentence, and is a definite noun
in passive sentences, showing the appearance of canonical passive
subject. Agents are generally manifest, semantically ‘agent’, ‘human’
agents, and definite noun (or pronoun) in passive sentences, and all
were downgraded from core argument to non—core argument. Therefore,
in general, they show the appearance of canonical passive agent.
Regarding the semantic characteristics of passive, passive sentences in

Sinitic languages mainly expressed the adversative meaning,.
Key Words : F=°]3} 210](Sinitic languages), 3]&(Passives), ¥]-5-(Passive

sentences), 35 T4 24 54 (Characteristics of passive

components), &= A9 ¢1o(Languages in China)
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