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< Abstract >

This study investigates the asymmetry in constructional productivity
between the Mandarin Chinese degree adjectives Da(A) and Xiao(")V).
Based on a quantitative and descriptive analysis of data drawn from a
constructional database compiled by Peking University, it is shown that
while the two items are comparable in the overall number of attested
constructions, they differ significantly in their distribution across
construction types. The classification adopted here is a corpus—based
three—tier system defined in terms of syntactic unit levels, distinguishing
fixed—form(&EFEIAY), semi—fixed CHEEREIMY), and phrasal BGiE24Y) constructions.
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More specifically, Da is predominantly found in fixed—form and semi—
fixed types, whereas Xizo are mainly associated with phrasal constructions.
This distributional contrast points to a systematic asymmetry in the
constructional behavior of the two items. Further semantic analysis of
representative constructions reveals an asymmetry in subjectification. In
constructions involving Da, its degree meaning is retained to a greater
extent, and its subjectivity is not strongly manifested. By contrast, in
constructions involving Xiao, the degree meaning is weakened, and its
function extends further into intersubjective uses. These differences are
explained from both semantic and usage—based perspectives. It is argued
that constructional formation is not solely determined by constructional
meaning, but is jointly shaped by the semantics of component elements
and communicative needs. At a higher level, such functional needs are
reflected in the categorial properties of schemas, which in turn select
semantically compatible elements to participate in constructional formation.
As a result, the constructicon emerges as a hierarchically organized and

structured system.

Key Words : K(Da)/MXiao), AXFR(Asymmetry), #z0(Construction),
HAIK &R (Interaction), K (Schemas)
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