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6) Chow Tse—tsung, The May Fourth Movement: Intellectual Revolution in
Modern China, Harvard University Press, (1960): 1-2 #Z. “a combined
intellectual and sociopolitical movement to achieve national independence,
the emancipation of the individual, and the rebuilding of society and
culture”

7) Lin Yu-sheng, The Crisis of Chinese Consciousness: Radical Antitradition-
alism in the May Fourth Era, University of Wisconsin Press, (1979): x—xi
2. “..the notion of the integrated wholeness of culture... conscious ideas
could play a decisive role in transforming human life.”

8) Vera Schwarcz, The Chinese Enlightenment: Intellectuals and the Legacy of
the May Fourth Movement of 1919, Berkeley: University of California Press,
(1986): xii. “The longer I lived in China, the more I understood the ways
in which the May Fourth legacy served as a troublesome reminder of
China's incomplete emancipation from its feudal past.”, “Their insistence
that the May Fourth goals of science and democracy have yet to be
achieved in the People's Republic has made them subject to repeated waves
of persecution.”
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9) Lauren Berlant, Crue/ Optimism, Durham: Duke University Press, (2011): 1.
“A relation of cruel optimism exists when something you desire is actually
an obstacle to your flourishing.”

10) BIe el Sl vl 9l GAPY vhguct FAs) ik Aol
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3= 9l #&3th Lauren Berlant, 32 2 2. “-.. and, doubly, it is cruel

insofar as the very pleasures of being inside a relation have become sustaining
regardless of the content of the relation -+
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Bildungsroman from Dickens to Golding, Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
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<Abstract >

This study examines Ye Shengtao’s N/ Huanzhi not as a conventional
Bildungsroman, but as a failed Bildungsroman in which a modern
intellectual committed to educational ideals is gradually exhausted through
repeated confrontations with reality. While previous studies have discussed
the novel in terms of the possibility of the Bildungsroman or the conflict
between ideal and reality, this paper focuses on the paradoxical nature
of Ni Huanzhi’s educational ideals.

For Ni Huanzhi, education is not merely an occupation but a modern
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practice that promises self-realization, social reform, and the formation
of a new human being. In this sense, his educational ideal reflects the
optimistic faith in enlightenment shared by Chinese intellectuals after the
May Fourth New Culture Movement. However, this ideal also functions
ambivalently: it sustains him as a source of hope while driving him
toward repeated frustration and exhaustion. To explain this paradox,
this paper draws on Lauren Berlant’s concept of “cruel optimism.”

NI Huanzhi attempts to transform students, the school, and rural society
through education. Yet his enlightenment discourse is repeatedly
undermined by the inertia and cynicism of fellow teachers, class hierarchy
among students, the organized power of society, and the violence of
revolutionary politics. Thus, his collapse should not be understood as
the result of personal weakness. Rather, it emerges from the repeated
failure of educational hope when confronted with concrete historical and
social conditions.

Ultimately, N/ Huanzhi assumes the form of the Bildungsroman while
refusing its logic of maturity and integration. Ni' Huanzhi passes through
school, family, society, and revolutionary space, but these experiences do
not lead to self-realization or reconciliation with the world. Instead,
they reveal the impossibility of realizing his educational ideals and lead
to the exhaustion of the modern subject. In this sense, the novel gives
literary form to the limits of May Fourth enlightenment optimism and
the difficulty of forming a stable modern subject in modern Chinese

history.

Key Words : ¢l-<](Ni Huanzhi), $34%=(Ye Shengtao), A#lgt A3aAd
(failed Bildungsroman), 1+ H3#52](cruel optimism), 2l

5 Al%&-(educational enlightenment)
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