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<Abstract >

This paper examines female subjectivity in Yu Hua's New Century
novels Brothers, The Seventh Day, and Wencheng, focusing on Lin Hong,
Li Qing, Shu Mei, and Ji Xiaomei. Drawing on feminist theories of
subjectivity and Foucault’s theory of power, it explores how female
subjectivity is formed, practiced, and continually reshaped within specific
social relations. Lin Hong establishes a subject position through marital
choice, labor, and family practice, but marketization gradually transforms
her values, bodily experience, and desires. Li Qing expands her sphere
of action through work, marriage, and career, yet increasingly enters

complex networks of gender and power. Shu Mei's limited social
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resources compress her subjective practice into labor, the body, and
intimate relationships. Ji Xiaomei moves from emotional self—awareness
to autonomous action, while her choices generate conflicting ethical
responsibilities involving love, marriage, and motherhood.

These trajectories show that female subjectivity does not develop linearly
from awakening to completion. Rather, subjective practice both opens
new possibilities for action and places women within new structures of
capital, class, gender, ethics, and discourse. “Unfinished subjectivity”
therefore refers not to failure or disappearance, but to the impossibility
of reaching a final, self-contained, and stable position outside social

relations.
Key Words : R%(Yu Hua), #rittl/MiE(New Century Novels), ZtEF4k

PE(Female Subjectivity), FA45L#E(Subjective Practice), 1#it
WLl (Paradoxical Mechanism)
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