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<Abstract >

This article examines how Black Snow (K, 1989) exposes a
fracture in the “language of recovery” that articulates Xie Fei's 1980s
idealism. Idealism denotes a post-Cultural Revolution commitment to
restoring humanity, pursuing spiritual reconstruction, and affirming social
responsibility; “language of recovery” refers to narrative and audiovisual
forms connecting values found in damaged lives to characters’ choices

and endings. Our Farmiand (1983) gives damaged youth renewed meaning
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through ideals and devotion; A Girl from Hunan (1986) affirms Xiaoxiao's
desire and survival yet returns her to communal order. Despite their
limits, both preserve the possibility of meaning within suffering. In Black
Snow, however, Li Huiquan's work, goodwill, and relationships do not
cohere into a durable basis for ordinary life.

Set amid an expanding commodity economy and destabilized values in
late-1980s Beijing, the article analyzes urban space, shot duration,
camera movement, dissolves, framing, and onscreen and offscreen sound.
Readings of culpability, victimization and loss, social reintegration, or
spiritual reconstruction illuminate aspects of Li’s life but cannot integrate
his new start and death into a coherent recovery process. This mismatch
is termed “non—subsumability,” a relational condition arising between
Li’s life and the language of recovery rather than an inherent trait.

“Meéi jinr® ($h%) does not diagnose innate lethargy: it marks how
Li’s efforts fail to support one another or sustain a future. In the final
sequence, he remains visible, yet no one recognizes his need for urgent
aid. His death is neither communally mourned nor transformed into
moral instruction or redemption. Rather than reject Xie's idealism, Black
Snow tests the reach of the language of recovery. Its realist achievement
lies in preserving the tension between the ethical impulse to restore
meaning to damaged lives and Li’s life, which this language cannot fully

organize,

Key Words : Al#|o](Xie Fei), o= 44t 3k Fourth Generation Chinese
cinema), <A}7] W] &) (Black Snow), ©)742](cinematic
idealism), 3]%  <lo](language of recovery), H|¥A]A]

(interpretive irreducibility)
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