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pa'i tshogs Inga po dang spyod yul mtshungs pa rnam par rtog pa'i yid kyi rnam par shes
pa yang gcig kho na lan cig 'byung ngo || (D Ri 126b5-127al; P Li 148b1-6)
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Abstract

On a Recent Study of the Origin of the
Awakening of Faith in the Great Vehicle

OTAKE Susumu

Part-time lecturer, Bukkyo university and Hanazono university

Traditionally, the Awakening of Faith in the Great Vehicle (AFGV)
was regarded as a translation by Paramartha (499-569). However, recent
studies conducted by scholars such as Takemura Makio 71444 have
found that the AFGYV has a close relationship with such texts of the early
Dilun 43 school as Jingangxian lun <MIfilFE, a record of lectures of
Bodhiruci (?-508-537-?), which preceded the split of the Dilun school into
northern and southern branches, and also antedated Paramartha’s arrival
to China.

However, Aramaki Noritoshi FiHUi% recently argued that the AFGV
was composed by Tanyan Z=4E (516-588) from the southern branch of the

Dilun school, after Paramartha’s arrival to China, under the influence of



RS, BRI HEEDBAEDH T 41 \

Paramartha’s Chinese translation of the Mahadyanasamgraha-bhasya (MSBh).
In this article I will prove that Aramaki’s view cannot stand by pointing out

the following facts:

1. Aramaki assumed that Stein 4303, a Dunhuang manuscript belonging
to the southern branch of the Dilun school, used the same triad as the
AFGV, namely, # fi% (“substance”), xiang FH (“character”) and yong i
(“function”), and supposed that Stein 4303 preceded the AFGV.
However, while Stein 4303 allots the body of dharma, the body of
enjoyment and the body of transformation to #, xiang and yong re-
spectively, the AFGV allots the body of dharma to # and allots the body of
enjoyment and the body of transformation to yong (i.e. the AFGV does
not allot any concepts to xiang). The way of allotment in the AFGV is in
accordance with the Jingangxian lun's. Therefore, in fact, the AFGV must
have preceded Stein 4303.

2. Aramaki assumed that the theory of “permeation of truth” in the
AFGV was influenced by the theory of permeation in the MSBh.
However, in fact, the permeation of truth had already been argued in the
Jingangxian lun. Therefore, the influence of the MSBh on the AFGV
should not be counted.

3. Depending on the Larikavatara-siitra and the Samdhinirmocana-siitra,
both of which are Mahayana texts expressing the idea of consciousness-only,
the AFGV asserted two theories: (1) the simultaneous emergence of the
five sense objects (i.e. sights, sounds, scents, flavors and tactile sensations)

in the storehouse-consciousness; (2) the simultaneous origination of the
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six consciousnesses (i.e. eye-consciousness, ear-consciousness, n0se-conscious-
ness, tongue-consciousness, body-consciousness and mind-consciousness)
relying on the five sense objects. However, in his commentary on the AFGV,
Tanyan, probably depending on Sravakayana texts, questioned the both
theories. This means that Tanyan is not the author of the AFGV.

4. Tanyan was interested in the Mahayana Mahaparinirvana-sitra (MPS),
one of the siitras expressing the 7athagata-garbha (“matrix of Tathagata”)
thought, and wrote a commentary on the MPS. However, we can hardly
find any influences of the MPS on the AFGV. For example, the word
buddha-dhatu (“Buddha-nature”), representing the MPS, never appears
in the AFGV. According to the Further Biographies of Eminent Monks,
Tanyan, when decided to write a commentary on the MPS, met with
Asvaghosa in his dream and accepted a teaching from Asvaghosa. As is
well known, Asvaghosa has been said to be the author of the AFGV.
Depending on this episode, Aramaki supposed that Tanyan was the author
of the AFGV. However, this episode may simply mean that before the
composition of Tanyan’s commentary, Asvaghosa had been known as an
authority of Tathagata-garbha thought: Asvaghosa was already regarded
as the author of the AFGV by that time. Judging from the fact that
Huiyuan’s Zj# (523-592) commentary on the MPS, which precedes
Tanyan’s commentary, quotes the AFGV as Asvaghosa’s work, we should
say that the AFGV had already circulated as Asvaghosa’s work before the
composition of Tanyan’s commentary. Therefore Tanyan is not the author
of the AFGV.
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