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Abstract

D. S. Ruegg’s analysis of RGVV-
emphasis on non-duality

Choi, Seongho

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Philosophy, SNU.

This article reconstructs D. S. Ruegg’s analysis of Ratnagotravibhiaga
Mahayanottaratantrasastra Vyakhya (RGVV). It focuses on the analysis of
difference between RGVV and Srimaladevisi mhanadasiitra (SMDSS). RGVV
frequently cites passages of SMDSS, but the citations are little different
from original text of SMDSS. The most evident difference is epithets to
buddhadharma of dharmakdya. While Tibetan SMDSS explains that
dharmakaya entails the knowledge of nirvana (muktajiia), RGVV says that
dharmakaya entails the recognition of non-duality (amuktajfia). Ruegg
argues that this difference originates from different hermeneutical traditions.
RGVV stands on a hermenuetical tradition which interprets sunyata as
based on prajriaparamita sutra. This tradition emphasizes that dharmakaya,
which is separated from all suffering, is not different with tathagatagarbha

which is not yet separated from all suffering. This is because sufferings are



not something to eliminate but by nature non-existent.

As RGVV stands on this tradition, the absolute which RGVV describes
are different from Atman which Vedanta explains, although RGVV
describes the absolute in exactly same way as Vedanta. For example,
although RGVV describes that tathagatagarbha has atman, this atman
actually means andtman. That is, RGVV’s aim is to explain atman does not
exist in the nature so there are no difference between epithets of atman and

anatman.
Key Words : D. S. Ruegg, tathagatagarbha, dharmakaya, RGV'V, SMSS
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