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Abstract

The Soteriological Significance of
Tathagata-Garbha in the
Awakening of Faith in the Mahayana

Koh, Seunghak

Dongguk University, HK Research Professor

In relation to the thesis of Chinese authorship of the Awakening of Faith
in the Mahdyana (Dasheng gixin lun KIEE(E7q), we may point out that a
sort of Sinicized mode of thinking, especially an affirmation of the present
world, is implied in the text. This article aims at clarifying that fundamental
ignorance (genben wuming 1RAMER]) referred to in the text denotes one’s
failure to realize the identity of the realm of sentient beings with that of the
Buddha or nirvapa, through a comparison of the text with the Scripture of
Neither Increase Nor Decrease (Buzeng bujian jing FYANE#E) and the
Srimaladevi Siitra (Shengman jing B54T), two scriptures that explicate
the tathagata-garbha (rulai zang WKj) thought. In particular, the
Awakening of Faith does not regard afflictions as objects of elimination.

Instead, the text emphasizes that one should recognize that afflictions are
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devoid of self-nature. And such a view of afflictions is congruent with the
Huayan idea of the one true dharma realm (yi zhen fajie —EIER).

Original enlightenment (benjue 7<% ) introduced in the text indicates the
function of tathagata-garbha as an internal cause for attaining buddhahood
and the activities of Buddhas and bodhisattvas as an external condition for
enlightenment. While tathagata-garbha arouses aspiration for enlightenment
in the practitioners’ mind, the Buddhas and bodhisattvas lead those
practitioners to attain buddhahood. The text’s account of the permeation
(Skt. vasana) of suchness in terms of its functionality (zhenru yong xunxi
EANIAER) and the gate of stopping (Skt. samatha) and contemplation
(Skt. vipasyand) (zhiguan men I-#i{f"]) implies that tathagatagarbha is
intricately connected with the practice of compassion throughout the entire
stages of cultivation.

In sum, the Awakening of Faith explicates the structure of one’s mind
and mechanism of enlightenment on the one hand, while it affirms the
present state of sentient beings as a foundation of cultivation and stresses
their compassionate engagement as an ultimate realization of their

enlightenment on the other hand.

Key Words : Awakening of Faith, tathagata-garbha, original enlightenment,
affirmation of the present world, compassion, Sinicized mode
of thinking
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