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| Abstract |

The bija Theory of Vasubandhu Revisited

Oh-Min Kwon
Gyeongsang National University

It is generally taken for granted that the theory of bija has originated in the novel
ideas of Vasubandhu. But Sanghabhadra acknowledges the theory of Vasubandhu just
as another version of the bija theory equivalent to that of Darstantika or an offshoot of
the *pirvanudhitu theory established by Sthavira Srilata. The notion of bja is a meta-
phor for hetupratyaya, that is, the dharma capable of producing, and serves as the core
concept in illustrating the origin of all sentient beings and their worlds, as demonstrated
in the theories of *pitrvanudhan: (Srilata) or of bija (@layavijiiana) by the Yogacara. How-
ever, the full connotation of the concept has not been completely uncovered because the
term bja in Abhidharmakosabhasya is only brought up as a ground for the critical refu-
tation of the terms such as prapti or avijiiaptikarma of the Sarvastivada philosophy.

Therefore it is very likely to fall either into a bias or a dogmatic understanding if the
evidential references are limited to the fragmentary remarks in AKBh, without being
supplemented by such significant records as the Nyayanusara by Sanghabhadra, the
Catuhsatyanirdesa by Vasuvarman, known as an affiliate of the Sautrantika, and the
Yogacarabhimi, the Mahayanasangraha, the Chengweishilun, and their commentaries
in which frequent quotations of bija theory presented by the Sautrantika and its branch
*Sthavirapaksika are found.

In this paper I critically reviewed the hypothesis of Hyodo Kazuo, Kato Junsho, Ha-
rada Washo, and Sako Toshio etc in terms of their interpretations on the bija theory of
Vasubandhu and the concept of samtatiparinamavisesa.
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Key Words : bija, samtatiparinamavisesa, pirvanudhatu (or anudhdts), Vasubandhu,
Sthavira Srilata.
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