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AAy5o] Qi) THE LppSels she wae] Aupt wel gkl FE Pl Juir,

91 o]
e YR Sel vleg vju) sl Roplv) e2F R b4 28} 2]

14) BlElxl2]oHRamkrishna Bhattacharya)i= ©] ¥ Muir 1871, 325041 91838}l Qick o] F&-e wizk
2]o] At]okGaudiya) #3} A EA]%-(North-Western) H-ollek Lp2r}al $tt}. Bhattacharya 2000, 194, n,
11,
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----- =fjof oF7), Avker 247t i%%‘%iol £ B AREY] nkeE 7|7 g
3o M= TR BRPEkA] &AL TR ARe] BAlebA] et v E537 3k v
YE2 1pdo] Solvk 7hhHLefeber 2016, 1531549 J oS fii ko] mzksle] Hz1sh
2k~ = 8) E X hitps://sanskritdocuments, org/mirrors/ramayana/valmiki, htm, 2019 9 72|37}
H|aste] £7).
o716l Tepnfopt ol SElEF9] BAPE LSVl o= Seho] BARETE ¢
7F Seichaes B ¢ glony SElebET tigt ofeldh A7k T o8 A7
B EA5) ko Fatollxe] St #Agh Pl 3k nIAS 7hs/de] HHhaL B
oIt} el T <Digha-nikaya>9] <Atantiya-sutta > (I.32: 199-202; Rhys
Davids 18991921, I1192-194)0l| X% AlehE9] 4k Aol QlofA] wi-- NS 2o
a4 et o] AelMe SElFTFY] FHIES daolv oS AR3HA 2o
215 Akl sl e Favt glvkar st SEREET e o] TAol
i sl =], F= vHre A, A3l tisl oofrigitt,
glo o gulk Hah= Aol3HEM2)¢] Lokasthana-sitra (0|3} LSz} eFdshol e ¢
Eltol] theh BAP} A8 v2oh LSe] v] 7HA] gk 7l~rﬂl i RPN
BeAS) 5 GAI7T T - BiE E ) T23) 3 Tgolehd yoll A=l A7 178 (1K) ) (T1[30) €|
]2 HoaL o] Follr 9] =o)o} TR Fxe 7)ol 83t} o] F Aol A
8- A= AL Aol & Zpol7} QLS BRI, 1 Apoli= s Aol F
27F ez th2 Aol S-S vhedele Saltt T Febd joll A- el
HAKT23,1.27925281a3) = o] 2fgh =l e ?ﬂZLE ke 84 A6
i), & HEsh= X3 A(Erk) o] Z3=o] lt. o]3ke] Foll = S drhE)
2} B2l SA= V] 71A9] B, & 5, 2, frel, 7R vhekst W] AEEE Y
2lxlo] 9tk o] Bl V)= It By 22 ute] 53 Yl S Beth

15) A} AS 29 nlelale|oke] = (Bhattacharya 2000, 194195 % n, 12)ol|Ai= ARREg]e] ¥
(Shastri 1976, 284285 1831 “o] Hge RE ol ti7ff FEA 02 v2e} 1L gt 9lelr= 29
o]B](R. Lefeber)e] H WS Fz3le] $ACH

16) of2] FolA BAME e} SERITRE fANE PRRRE BARET} A FEYDEALEL
[19042006, 297306), 1 o]l 23)=7) Az} € b B % Awg Pshe] AIE] =) HHEA
[1932]1977, 630-637).

17) T2 5 SR U A (RIS (5 MIBES <, T24)T T7H| QR (e ALK (6 2% % <, T25)
olt}, «Digha-nikaya>oll= o]ol] A-331= o] ¢irk
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=t 5o v Wkl AR Ul 7He) 92 L Aol et Ul 7 Hele |
S R P Sk U 2011 718 B 58 5150 ) 40
22 27e] 718, 1Y, gefow AAslel gl SekelRe] ] Wel ob8s
Al qul Lﬂ 7he] ehuletEHAnavatapta) S(Pi#EE) o] Ak T4 7]17, 2 ohvalet
o 2.2 Thes ol WAk,

O = g gego] gtk a3ke ARE 9 st Euar vk Jelal e A
S0l Mz =8k 73] AAATHI1(30].1.117c24-25).

St ) LSol BAME SElehrolis Ake 9la % ik olelxe] i,
g

% 455, Phe Tl B, 982 A, W 1l vl Ade glolairks 4
& kel %ol n FH) 870} BE Zlolr). IOl ool A1Z1H 574
o Sep} Seke] WA &b e hEh v Bl gk

AAIL] Ed7} 28-S ArEstar] LSE AFH, =2l 5 et sl o
o i AI3] BARRITE AR olA] Zbzhe] Apdeko] A= A Ui 4o A
I Izt WA AET JRER Embe] QITHI123,1.293b12-294a20; T1[30].130b1-131a2),
A Yie BE Fado] AE=E ol glok. dilolls w2 SA71 ok 228 &
o] WrollA @717t Eofuheal durt itk 27kA] Ajlgo] A& Z3hEA &
1) XA}, =)A= ol TET Aol tigh AP} wHEEHEA T 93
o] QITHT23,294a28-300a19; T1[30].131a03-137223), 71E3} U= B2 AR 2 wo]
Utk FEREEFU AR e nRZIAIR QA bt dRlo] QAL Aol A=
Z815A AACE LS AAelA olejet BAL & “ﬁ%ﬁ?@iﬁ;ﬁ‘?ﬁ e B FERINE "
2 7L S5E AYskd o= g o R 2o]1l QIS E 4 JUrk
G} vl thgh Hssgk HARS LSellA] Bl : %i Atolol] 1= n}
2HMara) 9] 3ol e e Sdgict "S]ol= 22e] Fjof Qlvh ZHA] U, 27t
A o, ZUHA £, 2D duirt 21| e din) 2R AjlEe] 22 ] A 1A
A} (123,1.277b12-288¢7, 53] 277c579014 Q15 of. T1[30].1.115a29-115b2), 22 o]zfah
T ZVHAG SERFEFOIRE S E Zlo] ofe} s A Aol vile- ISt

18) M soll A= Aol HI7to| A (hilnsi K, Brahmakaylka AA L] k) ol vk (K)o 9
ohar s, 71 A2y FHell Tl WrtelHoe] wigke] flell gitkar ot ololr|E Th(123.1.277b11-12,
277¢7), ko] AF ghrte] 2kl et TMI71A solli= oldll alldsh i7de] |ich
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3 AR 5, & AEASoIt Whnaga)e] A, ARo] olsreht 2|-2] o} <fo]
T 0|27 7K HHA o2 SABITHT23,1.281c17-19, 281c24-25, 286b21-26, 2885910,
288b14-28; T1[30). 1,120a2-4, 126b10-12, 127b3-5, 129b8-13").
oJAZIA] & uie} o] Bl 731 HEolA AuH vFe oI5y 440 %t
2e 7ol gk HARs =2t Al EAoE BALE Zi—‘éf((vﬂ% Eo] FAE] 21
7N & 7Rl 3,6, 7, 11, 12, 16, 17, 19, 2007} 7]E2A o g th=A] ¢
6‘1~ ofg] AN7b a2 Ao ad QoA Helo] tis) st w) BeiFow
TR oz Setolelal six gk 2l U girk =Y ozl 27 A=
SEuoA S 37 FEUGKY, <Aksobhyavytha>ell 8 ol5E (R
Aksobhya )o] B=rE Q] o}H|2}E](Abhirati; R HtiEE, #hE)ol] thek BAHT313,11.755¢9-
75621 _C,q_t: Hii q_lg_;(] o}r/}

e LSV Aol S=Hs v St TEste= At HolR| &= 2l
optt, ofl& £ LSVellrle Tl "AS% §la Ao ofrehe glct 2 gkt
(FAete] 2170 & 7hed] 2d; FIIEHE 1984, 190-191 F=2Y), o] AL AL BASHE %
7] el amkgk- ey ol = e AdolRhae & 4 ik Tl =
FEA S HE HGHSHY O Yokt EAS AXE vt S Aot &

HEAIE ole} HSBHAl Al A A (@), = AL, A4, oFE Stk & o
<Aksobhyavyaha>ollA] ofa]gke]ol] disliA e vk th(1313.11.755¢79), =2l ©
2Jo] itk &= AZHEAeke] 217 Follis E3FEIR] eighel &I 1984 2257) = A1 4]

o

_1110_&

19) SolsHlE A e s 2ol el et ool el whdl ick
20 LsVe] B2 77) 2ol 42 et e ARE vlsp] Si) Ak LSve) Ae dehiz st
of Ae)gt 7p7lele] GTHFE I #ME 1984 FHxdtal 1AL <183t 3 “Aew glal Ao o}
ohe GIEP we olvlebs 2] WAGER VITel Al Zhee] AN LhRTE I E 1084
108-109).
21) “ofAdo] gt} = e LSV 7] F HRout e 1 thE B s F2o] o] o] Q)
o) 2 o) i & Sl ool glar T13tel| Elofuy] flsiale 94 Ee® Uok st =
o] 27| F grdiellA] W ulTe] Al2¢lel the=H], A o] Tk LSV o] thE Hellx= #d Fzol
oA oheth SRR MR pollate g vle] A3sell “wkd A7 Zob) 2w AREAAlL] 3]
ol 4= glal EZPALelg BE BT ofdEo] Al ol5& €L 7IWElH S4o] Wil Hejils 4o
713 o] Fo R v Zis dofste] Hesloletln ol vk Fofl thA] ool HgS v |
o, A= 2] 2ot =R elueltt Bl o] LR a1(1360,12,26821-24), 22 o] FAER} £
T3t 37] T15e] W] ol o THRICHE )24k 1984, 138-139). ol el W “eide] ik = 4
o] U A0 g LA Fof EEoA] Fo] okshd Zlo] opdrt gl F el Sl o4
o] gith= Aol sl =A3] =oJahda] theat o] Wslth “HAEw (Pure Land Buddhism)7} 217]
£ doA 27)o] S s ¢48br171M <Sukhavati-vytha>E 7RITkaL & 5 QST 7]
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ol Hlolt F2ke] on|x|E Falo] R7A7)7] S8l agkEAS 7sAde] Uk
AGE YA S olrElE glth & Aud “ofide] §ltt = Aol wig- &)
22 9290w Bt ] Fotrlofellr] vhEelXl o Exori= o] F 7}
A7} o] Al TRRIAIA] 38kt o] A2 AdTIskaL o] Fo] ] Fart E 4 3l
oha ghohd, ofejl 542 oW QlmoAE LSVl Hajol|A] S2te] oA
TohA] HRRE A BPSAIE RECE Seelle o] §lar 4L 2R wivke glet
T AFE=EAER) 200 & 7Rl 49 FIFE 1984, 200:201) S-S APelA] o)A
Q1 Az AAEERE AR B 5 ek oloh fARHA B HHs), oo =71
U 52 Sro] glar, Atelut el Al gltt = Also] <Aksobhyavyiiha >l
& U2 THI313.11.75509-10). LSV O] 7] 459 F g2 Axjo] S2toll= A=
oF 22 7= Qlvkar SHoRE I 1984, 201). Lt o] AFo] F oAl Fuh
BEoXE mivks glovh e ltb= Aex nPAcE) 10 1984 200-201). LSV
of 7] F SR} MR ol Vo= A ] QT = A ()11 1984, 201)
<= AMES AL e Aoz Hof opubie 3 W alEo] Al Y st
th2A| A A 7Fsdo] ek U9l oIk (k= AZHE I 1984, 201)
& A2 o] ofuty, Z19k FARE A7k TA)7178 soll A fElebhFoll thal A A]
<% Zo]H(T1[30].1. 11845, 118c13, 120c26), o}&-22] o]alE]ol] thsir= SAF=]o] gl

7} (Harrison 1998, 53] 564-565). AR Al(H H)E Z7] F eH®, B3] Mdjolnjeld o] “ofrdo] ¢l
TL ghefzlel oJ3) AHIENE 7Hs S AIAIGCH B 2013).
22) “ofAo] QIth = A7k ohA] <183t Mefutot oA QERFFEROIM T 5 U A4 Ak dZs)
A= 2 v tizHo et A Q188 Ritolla] AlekE el TRt 2o o] v "I
obatht AAlgke] Hod wjold oRlEo] Qlrk. T13tellA] XItkErHgandharva), ZIU2Hkinnara),
THsiddha), “7Hnaga), B|tjefrt2Hvidhadhara)7} o] ¢IQ1EF} AldS Vheth E ofEo] A4S %
BE o]5o] A 7%l d5dl i, BE ol5°] #e odES A, A R4S i
Lefeber 2016, 154).

UElol|(Jan Nattier)= o] #Allol tial] thgad 7o) W), “ibo] gl e v Bl F&ojr] o]
921 we] UvkHel S54o Tk gtk opnlete] A7, TS oA AdEshs THs AEE0] ol
= ujge) AA|, vl njEtoe] $-2]e] A¥Alelr ol FAl & MAE of7]el EFHETE” el
2~ Y71 (Bruce Lincoln)9] 3141 ¢1-851AA] “Abe] HA) ez REJZ= ¢l Eato] Alo] oz}

o] Bslo} WER AHSle] thek ok ehekslol Ul ofte] B AEoI Mol & A
A Al HNattier 2000, 81, n. 23; Lincoln 1983). WE]elle] ojAo= |7} 9lar “Ake] Ay
o) sl S MdERe AUAR WA, Teht QL Hi Bae] AEE e el
o] Wie] FEIARE Aol o] 1L ARs] Brlel QF ol A T W
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THI313,11.756a27-28), S2tol] A wl) Aol x| S8 (fk2k, upapaduka)dHf= 2
LSV} SSVollA] Zzste] Asial Qe AOITHE I 1984, 138-139, 223, 248-253),
e sP2 SRt 553 Zlo] oy w BE XAl BHH o X8
£ otk w3l s} shge oln) HelEntal Mgl I Aol itk
1979). et o] 33} 9o o] Fofxitkal st S T WAl R A2 B
% Wollxi= LSVollx] Ag AlRtEe] ok tis BASer s w27 € Aol opd
7} HHRhi 1991, 133-134),

ﬂﬂht;iLSVﬂﬁEVﬂhiﬁﬁh_ﬁﬂulm*k— TEH A Azl
oA L o]de], 2 7| Heldl gk BARE WEal Qe Zo= HRIth LSV
%ﬂ%%ﬂgc7ﬁi%%4°ﬁiﬁ¢fﬂ Ao 7 et dﬂ%OP%ﬂlﬂﬂ
+ EehA ot Al ET Holural shHA o] S IRkl UrkelE
T362.12,301b6, 301c12, 303b26, 3037, 304c28 305h21 %) 2 F2he] A|Zbd HAR= u}_
ol thel BARS S8l @A EuesoA elsdt 8o|gks AolH, =] AlZt
ol AEH Sttt QIAEA] %k 7hs/do] &=tk LSV SSVellA ¢
sl ey vha RS SEke] BAPL 7S AAF ORIt A7tet
Al &g QPR “APSAE oitoltt oA &3] 7l Bk AolA
Tk Aol o= SEte] HAPE AL Al o|rR|R &30 ERjete SE2te] ofn
A1 oprjgele}l e THE Yl BARSE on]R|e} H35)Y| ofeislS Flolth

LSVollxe St #gk 25220 A2 AlY, S el sl AaskaL
Atk 2719] F FARA A7ty Frl= opdtHAnanda, R olA AZe] )
7} A= WEES sle] 9=# “namo amitabha samyaksambuddha” (F3ERTREE
ZI=AE)-S 3EehH olvel RE dule Zle dskal UTHI36212.31602528, f,
T361.12.298020-298c2). 1247} ofmle} Hrpr} e Seholla] Bl hsfo] Arpny 2
the] }3le] 35 57 HEV}E | ojnle} Hre] EREES & 5 U g FHell
A7 U= opdtlel olxeHAjita, Fik) ol 7] TR} 7o) =t}

off

Jo

24) ol & 5o] 'SLoktd o= APE(A)S olstr] 1 7ked spe BE ZQl, A% S, of, &7

1=
QIZHY} FEo dgettiar AAHSH(T125,.2.63247-19).
25) LSVe] 27] T #Hdie] 0= A7lmuie] thea) -

W2lE 2 oals) ok “olnlele] EmEA BE 7‘%4
wkuj) 9-A3F} (1362,12.308b34, of. T361.12,290a56). ©]2f3+ 7

el olaAtet EEET ok

mlo

;'L@}T% zeFalr] 913 LSV} AMgst
Al67le] kel AR} Wl
Lr,:_ %7—6}1 1 $Ughe 258 5
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vk [F2te]] ofnlebsl e 8235} oleldl, Ajode] A ¥ BEEo| e At v} )
th [arfEoe] 2 A vk Aol QE=r1(1362,12.316c28-317al; of, T361.11,299a1-2)"

22 ohdtie} ofXJel= = Alolol] the o] girka Hakeh et o]zle] o] F
Rojlx] F2he] A Pdoll Bl AFFRIL g ek FiLolck TzinkA vikg- 312
3] oA Qth TlLo] o7A] B BREE AZHHo 2 AFsh= HFA0) &
3 W92 AAHe] Qekrlnct Azkmust o deE Setel that BALE 8
sk 71 & otk

f

FE

LSV] 2txTg|ER A= o] «l QHLEL| U0 = Ftd] 3k 71 BAE F)
Zoks} TS AlQJ3to @4 o] RS a1 Qi)
“OlAJE}S, o] Bl FYT Qo] eh3] 2kt Ky X7 AR TSl

OFETRE: AU oREThE &3 ofEthe A- @), O]~—T4-—v— 73} B ZUHA BHo g
o}é}% A sHutpala), &AsHpadma), ‘?1.45;‘— (kumuda), ¥ AsHpundarika)Z 715 2k
A, ofe == Aol AT (G585 K, Akanistha) o] T4 (Hg)oll 0]=717k4] 1%
o] Fow Fukslal sPHEER)C® FAE 27 71sEe] FF Ak )l ool &5

sk 2714 AjEo] Holrha glet”

“ESkFUT, AlEolAle]”

(Ashikaga 1965, 72; Gémez 1996, 1032] 9 Fxale] &

oY

)

¥

o] ©ete 7|9 F ShA LR ofue} Tekr7d ot TR A A o] T
o3 ol HolA| dal Ak ER 9o 104]7] HHRl T Fr7347 ;s
(1363,12.325b05-12) |5} 573 = Zlo]ojA] Ws] LSV | Z&itol|x] Fojjo] veht
Wtz B = Qlt) o]E EoAw ko] e Aok a8 £u sz A=
of AA| fdtt. o] Wiell= AlAE AddEe] daFloaet & vt T o4% FoiE
o] SIA O‘D} T = JH T ghdioll A S=he] BAL Foll= opnfel Rt el
g3} ghdolla] F8l= ofokr |7} o] o A=T|(1362.12.316c11-28;
T361,11.298¢14-29), O}H} o|Ao] LSVel o] Fi-& g2 o]l =3t o]z e
gk olopr|d W Sho] A #gk olopr|7} ofutt, ofefgt T4 Aol gk o

2) o] e (P & Eele] LSVel The BEdbe meld etk
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T T EE0lA ARMAE), ok Axsk= vt WaiAQl =akh

LSVollr olnleht S2te] e Al (Z4#), 3 Al B-7 42 ol tigh Ay
NN TAFTHHE 110 1984, 248-253). 279 7 SFEA] A7k 2l (13)
o] FAL 3 SollA] olrleRE BAL olelekEes Bl o] tehH EXHA e wf
S5 ol ulz Sl sshlar skt whd S| (hh) el Fu) () 2] S-S Al
o] yelglol thsf Zajetar agshd S2toll shst = glek ey Sl nkz v}
2 Felt}, 258 w50 WA ARg ¥ 4e BA| Fal 23elA s} 7kedlel 3}
At 1 e B83ks X U, S0t E ofg il AAEe] 2l vieket 52
E0] 715 A lt}. axeMe melile) vidE A= o] S5l Al 9l
o}, e e Adqde] FEFE wizell L Adollx] soojle] b wRt HE-E FHellok
=) ook 4 k. =] BARE of7]o) oofx|x] gkt SEo] o] ARt &
Folhs Ad= gltt. SrEAE o] G 22 e HF H5HAL ofue} v
WA E e ARAIZ AN E] QLS ook, SEhe] I o7ME Fash o]
5 AYA] k=t SHEAE o] AvaniA] A 18 BFE LSV T ZojlA
= ARA Bt} ol 2R wilk- B2 Bl Aol tigk o] =] A
gel 2|9, el AlZE kstAIThaL 7S A= BET

%

M}

i

I, -sotr|ote] ofnfeE/dEe] olle] ¥4

ofrlelsh BHE 27] A AFNN Fehe] Azbe] TAL A W 5
Shehell thsl 73k ofFAle] =i o] ARole}, Il sk el Sehe

ks 5EE A REZEE SR s raolu ofFthe &Gt
7h o2 AR sk 55 4 Wtk a2y olEeh feje) dde A
Alob Ealold Sk malishiA o2 Al aaass FAZIAL E o E
Eehe FAPE A A dlell 93 e Aol 2 = Sl dlE Sof od2d
of 28 S =80 Hare A220=e] HalellM folld AFd o] Al aa
=2 715 3 S8 AR e = 7 0= 1), oprfElEe] 7 gARAR] s,
ARk 7 5 rzhem SRRl shde] el oot Jlal, ofgfiEel Sl &
e ke e TS, SRl A3t 2ol R S8Ee] Helth 698
dol| el wara A332e] Hstol M= oy Wi 2 215 F2=o] §lo]
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AA| spdo] &o] 715 2} Qlal, AFo R Hol= & 9o 422 13l o) ofn]elE-
o] 2o} AA] AslEl flofl A F HARMY, k2 B EECl SRt lokE 2).
Aol 6A7]ol REEolxl BRRuht F91 AR B T) ] ofrEF AE(w 3ot
7A17] E-8M17] Zell 13Xl ERA (k) 53 Wsle] opvfel AE(= 43 o] H]
WA hgk 7o oISk Sk o]Egh Fobrlo} o[BI ER S ofpnfelikEe]
gk 2o ATAERE stels 2 UFE Ql=ohlSelA ARG aFAIZH. 53]
1 A&l YX|gh TeHGandhara) o] 97 HISSEE olE50] YAFE TS it
(R 1926, BMFERE 1950). 53] Tl ARV (B o] chal Oims) & vehdl 2
olg} dER7 = Y gls =vkEate] Bk = Uz](Mohammed-Nari) & H]
BE 5 22 o Zjle % ShEo] Sete) waldl 4 ik ] FEaln
2ItHHuntington 1980; Quagliotti 1996; Harrison & Luczanits 2012),” o] nlidel] Zz}
A whare A332E B3k} HIS=EE Fo] Ql= Zlo] ARdolt) ofgfjollxd= Fot
Alote] opmlet B Ste] Tzt Fitetell I ARE Fara) sk AleE 3 H
RS = A I ZAE =Yfsles sty 53] ARGk o dsketell 25
S| Ro] Eevhs el s 2o AR s sl

Ax|e} Askeh= Big S=He] A Aol A 7P tiEA 54 (hallmark) Q1 214
H A= gk Ty kel 2 nfel o] A= SEtellvk viete o' EAfjsh=
S8 Zlo] oy, A Ql% Ful HEol Hls e w &3] 3 =
E|zZolt}. 27 1% Eur]smellA] A= AAL o] wig) lola= =3] 3]4sit
o efebd ThotetellA] Bizo] dglat flof] ok Rl Ak PAos S HAE |
o= 3Tl Sl E5s AR volu Rart SEsit 7P & Gkl o=
A el = U] FE HPIRIEI(E 5), &71A Bohs & 9ol $0) 3= A
gk A3} 9ol gol otk EHole= &4 floll EarlEe] sldgAaL o, Yrhnaga;
93] FAEE QIRke ofUth7} $1&e] Botol|Al ZAulslar Sk & o] JollA] S0kl
A= Aol IPAS 715 vk QlEEol Yot k. o] =2 AE v Ad
ek deig agoar SxjEe fele o|Zlo] SEhe] BA| SAehRs Al

ML

e

)

27) & &€ (John Huntington)> F3H|= v2] vldS olnfePd Ex= vjAstr B3H= ] vpdat
Bolol oI ERS] FAMIS MAIRH o E AHstAlke ¢hal, LSV A7 Msike] vlae] 258
g} 9] =o)o] EAHS APt o]xe] dFelM AF vigHo® TS vl QIrhRhi 1991, 130-
136, Rhi 2003, 171-174), v} o] =8 o} 572|] Folalo} opn[Elolut orePd E ol ths)
Z g1 glee 19) Fof|A =l tHHuntington 1980, 656657, G63-064), BAR= Folrlole] o] that
A7e] glole o= AT BFHI= v BPdE opv[eREel] QA 5 gIke Zlolek Ak
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| Abstract |

Did Depictions of Sukhavatt Exist

in Indian Buddhism?:
An Examination in Light

of the Visuality of Sukhavati and Chinese Examples

Juhyung Rhi
(Professor, Department of Archeology and Art History,

Seoul National University)

The question of whether the Amitabha cult ever existed in Indian
Buddhism, or in what form it did so, has long remained a mystery for
the specialists of Indian Buddhism. Due to the extreme dearth of explicit
or tangible evidence, a number of specialists have made efforts to find
depictions of Amitabha or Sukhavati in visual images. From early on they
sought to specifically identify such examples in the region of Gandhara,
which has long been considered to be the origin of major texts of the
Amitabha cult. This study attempts to explore whether the so-called
Gandharan examples can be identified as such, by examining the following
two problems. First, the fact that depictions of Sukhavatigreatly flourished
in East Asia prompted many scholars to believe that the visuality of
Sukhavati presented in the Sukhavativyitha texts was special enough to
easily generate its visual depictions. However, a careful examination of
textual accounts reveals that this was not necessarily the case. Most of the
visual features of Sukhavati are also commonly found in descriptions of
other paradisiacal places in Indian religious tradition, and there is nothing

original or specific in the descriptions of Sukhavati. Second, though
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remarkable affinities may be observed between East Asian depictions of
Sukhavati and the so-called Gandharan parallels, the former seems more
likely to have been the original creation as an iconographic type by Chinese
Buddhists rather than the adoption of the earlier Gandharan type along
with its associated Indian identity. Therefore, the affinities of the so-called
Gandharan examples do not support allegations that they are also the
depictions of Sukhavati. By focusing on these two problems, this study
attempts to assess the extent and nature of the existence of the Amitabha

cult in early Indian Buddhism.

Key words : Amitabha Buddha, Sukhavati, Indian Buddhism, Mahayana,
Gandhara, Pure Land Buddhism, Larger Sukhavativyitha
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