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12) DDVm 58,

13) DDVm 58-00: don la mngon rtogs rgyan ni bka’ bar pa shes rab kyi pha rol tu phyin pa’i
dgongs ’grel dang/ rgyud bla ’khor lo tha ma’i nges don bde gshegs snying po bstan pa’i mdo
rmams kyi dgongs ’grel du rtsod pa med par grub cing/ de gnyis kas mthar thug gi rigs gecig
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dag gi tshul gyis bzhag pa tsam la ’gal ba med pa ni/
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24) DDVm 76: de yang rnam pa thams cad nas thams cad du brjod bya’i don du grub pa med
cing/ rang gi rtog pas btags pa tsam yin pas () /

25) DDV 11: gzung ba dang ’dzin pa dang/ rjod pa dang brjod par bya ba’i khyad par med pa’i
de bzhin nyid ni chos nyid kyi mtshan nyid do//

26) DDVv 22: °di ni gzung ba’o// *di ni ’dzin pa’o zhes bya ba’am/ ’di ni brjod par bya ba’o// *di
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’gyur la/ de med pa’i phyir ni khyad par med pa’i de bzhin nyid do//

27) DDVm 76: gzung ba dang ni ’dzin pa gnyis su snang ba dang/ de la zhen nas brjod par bya ba
dang/ rjod par byed pa’i tha snyad kyis khyad par du byar med pa so so rang gis rig par bya
ba’i yul de bzhin nyid yin no//
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| Abstract |

The Characteristics of Mi Pham’s Commentary
on the Dharmadharmatavibhanga

Seongock Kim

(Assistant Professor, Dharma College,

Dongguk University)

Dharmadharmatavibhanga (Tib. Chos dang chos nyid rnam par 'byed pa)
is one of Maitreya’s five works. It is regarded as a representative text of
Yogacara, because it analyzes the characteristics of dharma (i%, chos) &
dharmata (1%, chos nyid), and explains its ultimate transformation (#1%).
The tibetan monk, Mi pham (’ju mi pham rgya mtsho), defines this text not
only as a Yogacara text but also as a Madhyamaka text in his commentary.
In particular, he explains that it corresponds with the union between
Yogacara and Madhyamaka. This is because Yogacara and Madhyamaka
offer commonly accepted interpretations regarding the non-discriminate
wisdom, which is the core of Mahayana.

When the perceived (Firfit, gzung ba) and the perceiver (#£H¢, ’dzin pa)
disappear, a characteristic of the dharmata, namely suchness (E#f, de bzhin
nyid), manifests itself. At this time Mi pham uses the term ‘self-awareness
(so so rang gis rig pa)’, which means that self-awareness has been newly
added as a way of explaining dharmata and suchness. In this sense, Mi
pham seems to approve of self-awareness on the ultimate levels, as well as

the secular levels. But he does not claim it to be the ultimate reality. As long
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as it is considered to be the ultimate reality, there remains a slight subtle
assumption. It must be removed by the logic of emptiness. Breaking down
even the slightest subtle assumption is emphasized as a more authoritative
teaching, namely ‘the right way of Madhyamaka’. Mi pham acknowledges
the difference between Yogacara and Madhyamaka, but he does not
understand that they are actually in conflict with each other. In this way he
shows the compatibility between Yogacara and Madhyamaka, which is a
unique feature of Mi pham’s commentary.

The way of describing the state of suchness, which is expressed through
the negation of something (x) for example ‘non perceived & perceiver’
and ‘no accidental defilements’, can be sufficiently understood as other-
emptiness (fh%, gzhan stong) as in the Jonang tradition. However Mi pham’s
stance is distinguished from the Jonang tradition. Because he does not
accept the reality of what remains behind after negation. There is also a
corresponding similarity with the Geluk tradition, which claims the self-
emptiness (H7, rang stong). But he maintains a different point of view from
them by acknowledging the appearance of suchness (=emptiness). A unique
feature of Mi pham’s writings is his incredible ability to integrate different
systems of thought from the various schools regarding the nature of ultimate
truth. This may be one reason for calling him an advocate of non-sectarian

movements.

key words : Dharmadharmatavibhanga, Mi pham, Yogacara, Madhya-

maka, self-awareness, other-emptiness, self-emptiness
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