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| Abstract |

Sthavira Srilata’s View of Dependent Origination
(Pratityasamutpada)
In regard to the interpretation of the two formula of Dependent
Origination, if X exists, then Y exists (asmin satidam bhavati),
etc.®

Oh-Min KWON
Gyeongsang National University

This paper aims to discuss the patriarch of Sautrantika, Sthavira Srilata’s view
of dependent origination through the lens of the interpretation of the two
formulas, “if X exists, then Y exists (asmin satidam bhavati) and if X arises then
Y arises (asyotpadad idam utpadyate),” cited in the Abhidharmanydyanusarasastra
by Samghabhadra.

Sarvastivada understood the pratityasamutpadasiitra as the perfect one
(nitartha) while Sthavira identified it as the being imperfect one (neyartha).
The reason being that although the pratityasamutpada of 12 branches is only
applicable to sentient beings, the two formulas are applicable to sentient
and non-sentients being (namely sarvam samskrta), and also take the form of
presenting (uddesa: %) and interpreting topics (nirdesa: ¥). As a result, he was
able to criticize Sarvastivada’s theory of dependent origination based on the
stage of reincarnation (avastha) and momentariness (ksanika).

Sthavira therefore stipulated that the two formulas indicate that the

* This work was supported by the Gyeongsang National University Fund for Professors on
Sabbatical Leave, 2019,
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phenomenon (samskrtadharmas) occurs in various conditions, but again
presented two interpretations based on his theory of causal inheritance
(R RABHE).

First, the previous formula is indicates the abiding (sthiti) of the
phenomenon. In other words, the phenomenon is streamed as a causality
without disconnection. The following formula indicates that these causalities
are not a simultaneous but a series of sequential-continuous arising (utpdda).

Second, Sthavira interpreted the two formulas on the basis of the theory
of ksanabhanga (FV##) and abhiitva bhava (444 7). In this context the
previous one means that when the effect exists, there is a destruction of the
cause. In that case, the effect arise from the extinction of cause, namely non-
existence. And dhus the sutra states the following. “This (=cause) arises then
that (=result) arises.”

Meanwhile, Badhanta Rama, Sthavira’s disciple, interpreted the two
formulas according to the theory of a seed, i.e. samtatiparinamavisesa. He
describes it as a causality based on immediate cause (saksat-hetu), and indirect
cause (paramparyam-hetu), respectively.

In conclusion, Sthavira and his sect (Sautrantika) interpreted the two
formulas of Dependent Origination based on their main doctrine, the theory
of anudhatu $&5)/bija (f&7). In particular, the interpretation of the Sthavira
reflects the fact that the Sautrantika’s unique theory of causal inheritance
based on sequential-causality, and this explanation corresponds with those

who claim that only a moments exist (ksanika).

Key Words : Sthavira Srilata, Badhanta Lama, Sautrantika, two formula of

dependent origination (Pratityasamutpada), sequential causation
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