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| Abstract |

A study on the development of Bodhicitta
Thought in Bhaisajyaguru-belief's during the
Silla Dynasty

Oh hyunhee
(Ph.D., dongguk University)

In the early days when Buddhism was introduced to Korean peninsula, it
firstly was understood and accepted as an esoteric elements of Mahayana
Buddhism for healing and salvation rather than a complicated and profound
doctrinal understanding. Therefore, a deep understanding of the esoteric
aspects of Korean Buddhism demands of understanding the overall back-
ground and flow of Korean Buddhism. One of the esoteric forms of Korean
Buddhism is the Apothecary Faith of the Silla Dynasty. Bhaisajyaguru-be-
lief (4&if5(1) of Silla Buddhism were widely practiced throughout the ci-
vilian and royal hierarchies of Silla from the time of the introduction of
Buddhism, as evidenced by extant texts and artifacts of Silla Buddhism and
historical works. Bhaisajyaguru-belief also had a significant impact on the
formation of Silla Buddhism and the development of Esoteric Buddhism of
Silla which the Samguk Yusa (ZI3&3) and Samguk Sagi (ZBi%70) being
be the central to the literature that conveys what Bhaisajyaguru-belief (4
f£11) at that time. The Silla's medical science and pharmacist faith can be
characterized by its focus on curing disease, saving lives, and returning to

the Pure Land of the East. The Silla society’s Bhaisajyaguru-belief can be
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said to have shaped Silla’s welfare worldview based on the Bodhisattva’s
idea of bodhichitta, which is in line with modern welfare ideologies. In
Silla society, when sentient beings groaned under the temporal suffering of
hunger, disease, and poverty, Bhaisajyaguru sought to relieve them from
their temporal suffering. Therefore, Bhaisajyaguru’s The 12 Great Vows are
the ultimate embodiment of bodhichitta, actively realizing Bhaisajyaguru’s
bodhichitta to institutionalize and enlighten sentient beings so that they can
be born in the Pure Land. Therefore, this paper aims to explore the unique
culture of Silla Buddhism and the deep esoteric background of Korean
Buddhism through the Bhaisajyaguru-belief.

keywords: Silla Buddhism, Bhaisajyaguru, Bhaisajyaguru-belief, Esoteric
Buddhism, Sutra of the Medicine Buddha. bodhichitta thoughts.
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