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| Abstract |

Citations of the Dabanniepan jing ji jie in the
Fahua y1j1 and Fayun’s Understanding
of the Lotus Siitra and Nirvana Stutra

Sung, Eun-kyung
(PhD. Candidate, Dongguk University)

This paper analyzes how Fayun(£ZE) cites the Dabanniepan jing ji jie(k
AR EERE, hereafter Ji jie) in his Fahua yiji(i3:#E3%5C, hereafter Yiji). One of
the Three Great Dharma Masters of the Liang dynasty, Fayun was regarded
by later commentators on the Lotus Sutra(E#4%), including Zhiyi(%'88) and
Jizang (&%), as an outstanding authority on its interpretation.

Fayun cites the Ji jie frequently throughout the Yiji. These citations are
important for understanding the purpose of his commentary on the Lotus
Stitra.

Fayun frequently quotes the Ji jie in various sections of the Yiji. These
quotations provide important clues for understanding the scholarly basis
of his commentary on the Lotus Sitra. However, previous studies have
paid little attention to Fayun as a commentator on the Nirvana Sitra; only
the Mochizuki Bukkyo Daijiten (% F iz k#ti) briefly touches upon this
issue. Accordingly, this paper aims to clarify how Fayun applied a Nirvanic
interpretative framework in his commentary on the Lotus Siitra by analysing
the patterns of citation in the Ji jie.

The analysis shows that Fayun applied a Nirvana-school interpretive
framework in the Yiji. By citing the views of numerous Nirvana-school
scholars, he demonstrated that his scholarly foundation lay in that tradition.

In contrast to the Nirvana Sitra, Fayun maintains that the Buddha’s
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lifespan(buddhayus) as described in the Lotus Sitra does not signify the
doctrine of permanence (nitya, # ).

Nevertheless, in his commentary on the “Chapter on the Dharma
Preacher” (i4Fifii#), he elevates the status of the Lotus Sttra by describing it
as foremost in gathering the preceding teachings and opening the subsequent
teaching (& aiBH1%): it brings together the earlier doctrines of the Three
Vehicles and opens the way to the teaching of the Nirvana Sutra.

Moreover, in his commentary on the “Chapter on Skillful Means” (7
at), Fayun assigns the Five Period Teachings(Fik5%k) to different doctrinal
dimensions. He presents scriptures such as the Mahaprajiiaparamita Sutra(k
m#%), the Lotus Sitra, and the Nirvana Sitra as independent scriptures rather
than ranking them as superior or inferior.

From this perspective, it can be argued that, within Southern Dynasties
Buddhism (B #f#%k), where a doctrinal framework centered on the Nirvana
Sitra had taken shape, Fayun reassessed the distinctive value of the Lotus

Stiitra through his commentary and contributed to its widespread popularity.

Keywords
Fayun(%E); Fahua yiji(:3£3%30); Dabanniepan jing ji jie (R84S 5%); Lotus
Sttra(EHERR); Nirvana Siitra (125%55)
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