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e ABSTRACT -

In this essay I argue that there is a more subtle and complex view of love implicit in the Ethics. A third type
of love. which may be characterized as "self-determined," serves to mediate between the extremes of what Spinoza
calls the "common sort of love" and the intellectual love of God. Before this more subtle view of love as potentially
self-determined can be developed we will need to examine Spinoza's views on the nature of the emotions.
Specifically, it will be crucial to show that the distinction between active and passive emotions, and hence between
active and passive types of love, is indeed tenable. For this distinction to be possible, it will need to be shown
that Spinoza's conceptual framework can allow for the possibility of at least limited human freedom. Based on
Spinoza's view of the emotions, we will be able to sketch a taxonomy of love in the Ethics, contrasting self-de-
termined love with both the common sort of love and the intellectual love of God.
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Edwin Curley, Behind the Geometrical Method: A Reading of Spinoza's Ethics, (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1988), 85%.
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Press. 1989), 37%.
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