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ABSTRACT

This article attempts to spell out the characteristics of New Urbanism, the

architecture movement that calls for interdependence among residents, with

neighborhoods where shops and home coexist, and streets and alleys are gath-

ering face-to-face relationships for residents in a postmodern America. The pur-

pose of this article is furthermore to explore its implications for Christian wit-

ness in a Korean context. New Urbanism has become a mantra for people inter-

ested in restoring urban centers and reconfiguring suburban sprawl. I also note

that some Christian intellectuals are adopting the movement. It can be argued

that some of the principles of New Urbanism serves as a perfect parallel for

what we think the church should be involved in. For the purpose of this article,

it is equally important to explore whether New Urbanism has a relevance for

a Korean context to which this article turns to at the end of its discussion.

As New Urbanism argues, this article cites suburban sprawl as an isolating

factor for American people and many churches. The sprawl began in part be-

cause of federal subsides after World War II. The low-interest housing loans

the government provided the veterans returning from the war applied only to

new houses. The suburbs were born, neatly dividing people by economic class,

which has caused isolations and disconnection between people while reducing

social capitals. In some senses, churches followed people into the suburbs and

adapted suburban development patterns, buying sizable plots of land, erecting

a church and surrounding it with a surface parking lot. Churches then offered

multiple programs to draw members, who drove to the site leaving neighbor-

hood behind.

This sprawl makes it more difficult for churches to achieve their ultimate

objectives: build up of inclusive and redemptive community. As Christians we

can advocate for New Urbanist concepts because they force people to share

with one another, dwell among their neighbors and allow for a healthy ex-

change of ideas. IMany of the churched people often become a subculture sepa-

rate from the outside world. They become so involved in church life that they

are not involved in their neighborhoods. Then the church has become irrelevant

to the community.



9

Contrariwise, New Urbanism alarms us to engage our community to make

the church more relevant to people outside the church. To introduce New

Urbanism to Korea, I attempt to describe what we find in New Urbanism paral-

lel to Korean urban planning. I see several commonalities with which both

American and Korean societies are struggling with. But there are some marked

differences we should take note of. First of all, Korean society has been strong-

ly grounded in communal culture. Second, the geography of Korea with its

high-density and small land provides opportunity to avoid the pitfalls that the

American suburban sprawl engendered. Third, Koreans have been traditionally

apt to share their own spaces in the front yard in addition to creating public

spaces like sidewalks and streets. Thus the Korean version of New Urbanism

should take this unique Korean cultural traits into account as well.

With these factors in mind, I propose several ideas for Christian missions

in light of New Urbanism. The first is a possibility that New Urbanist agenda

can serve as the foundations to foster a plausibility structure for making

Christian witness more viable through community-making in the local

neighborhood. My belief is that a Christian building helps to set a tone for

the entire community. The second is the potential of public space to create

meaningful interactions between the Christian advocates and potential converts.

The third is a way of understanding evangelism as allusive art rather than prop-

ositional confrontation because architecture itself transmits a certain message.

Lastly, I contend that conversion experience needs to be und(social capital)

as well as personal decision. In this way, any serious Christian advocates need

to consider hospitality as a means of evangelism by opening their spaces to

strangers and inviting the potential converts to experience Christian-shared so-

cial capitals.

: New Urbanism, Evangelism, Church Architecture, City planning,

Christian community, Urban Mission,
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