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« ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate the responsibility of the local church for the
improvement of local culture. Local culture defined as a shared set of beliefs,
customs, and ideas that held residents in a certain region together in self-identified
groups. Local culture plays a key role to improve the quality of life of residents
and make a community. However, local culture in Korea has been destructed by
Japanese rule, modernization, urbanization, and now threatened by globalization.
As the inauguration of the local self-government 1995 in Korea, more 1,000 local
cultural festivals as the highlight of local culture held in nationwide. But they
have many problems like as commercialization, uniformization, and alienation of
the residents etc.

What is the tasks of the local church for the revival and improvement of local
culture? First, we need the theology of the local church. A church is universal
as well as local. Every Church is finding its place in the local culture and its
congregation are mostly residents in a certain region. In this background, the branch
church strategy for the church growth by a mega church is to be criticized. Second,
we need the indigenization theology. Originally Korean culture stood apart from
Christianity. For this reason there was conflict between Church and the local cul-
ture when Christianity was first introduced into Korea. Every local culture are
rooted in traditional culture, we should make a great efforts to reconcile
Christianity with the traditional culture and make harmony. Third, we need the
theology of culture and the theology for culture. Culture is nothing but a means
of evangelization by the church but also the missionary goal. Therefore we need
to the theology that interpret the meaning of culture from the perspective of gospel.
And every church has to be equipped its members to take the responsibility of
cultural mandate in this secular world. Last, we need the refine strategy for the
culture mission of the church. The church should be open its material and human
resources to the local community. And the finding and training the experts for
the culture mission, the developing the historic and cultural site related to the
Christianity, and the construction of the church building with an aesthetic value
are included to the tasks of the local church.

Keywords : local culture, community, globalization, indigenization,
theology of culture
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