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« ABSTRACT

This essay explores Christian ethic of peace in the Korean situation. Christian
pacifism is examined in two aspects: absolute pacifism(nonresistance) and re-
formative pacifism(nonviolence). And its biblical, spiritual and theological
grounds are also examined in terms of the Sermon on the Mount, the Cross,
Early Christians' pacifism based on eschatological faith.

Ham Sokhon's idea of peace is dealt with as a connection between Christian
pacifism and Korean Christianity. It is argued that Ham Sokhon's experience
of Quakerism, which is one of the historic peace churches (Mennonites, Quakers
and the Church of Brethren), provided a spiritual impetus to his ideas of an-
ti-war, anti-militaristic pacifism and nonviolence which were characterized as
not only the absolute but also the reformative pacifism. In this regard, it is
suggested that Christian pacifism was transmitted into Korean Christianity
through Ham Sokhon.

It is also explored that Ham Sokhon's idea of peace was expressed as con-
scientious objection, anti-Vietnam war, peaceful reunification and nonviolent
resistance against the military dictatorship in South Korea. In conclusion,
Christian pacifism is suggested as a spiritual and theological ground for Korean
Christian ethic of peace.

Keywords : pacifism, Quakerism, Ham Sokhon, Christian ethic of peace
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Western Cultural History (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1987)& %=
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2) Peter Brock and Nigel Young, Pacifism in the Twentieth Century (New York:
Syracuse University Press, 1999), p. ix.
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3) Martin Ceadel, 'Ten Distinctions for Peace Historians', In Harvey Dyck(ed.), The
Pacifist Impulse in Historical Perspective (Toronto/Buffalo/London: University of
Toronto Press, 1996), p. 21.

4) Peter Brock, Pacifism In Europe To 1914 (Princeton(NJ): Princeton University Press,
1972), p. 475.
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5) Guy Franklin Hershberger, War, Peace and Nonresistance (Scottdale(Pa): Herald
Press, 1953), p. 171.

6) Johnson, op. cit., p. xi. Emst Troeltsch=. ©]9} 722 4ol A vifo] B9} Flo|AT &

2 Wwe] 32 Wi glrk. 28] 2 The Social Teaching of the Christian

Churches (Louisville(Kentucky): Westerminster/ John Knox Press, 1992), pp. 705,
780 FZ.

7) Reinhold Niebuhr, 'Why the Christian Church Is Not Pacifist', In Richard B.
Miller(ed.), War in the Twentieth Century: Sources in Theological Ethics
(Louisville(Kentucky): Westminster/John Knox Press, 1992), p. 45.
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8) Hershberger, ibid., p. 184.
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10) Michael K. Duffey, Peacemaking Christians: The Future of Just Wars, Pacifism,
and Non-violent Resistance (Kansas City: Sheed & Ward, 1995), p. 115.

11) Mahatma Gandhi, 'On Non-violence', in Charles R. Beitz and Theodore Herman
(ed.), Peace and War (Sanfrancisco: W.H. Freeman and Company, 1973), p. 346.

12) Tamar Hermann, 'Contemporary Peace Movements: Between the Hammer of
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Political Realism and the Anvil of Pacifism', Western Political Quarterly, 45,
December, 1992, pp. 875-876.

13) Martin Ceadel, Pacifism in Britain 1914-1945: The Defining of a Faith (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1980), p. 88.

14) Johan Galtung, Peace By Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and
Civilization (London/Thousand Oaks/New Delhi: SAGE Publications, 1996), p. 9.
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15) Roland H. Bainton, Christian Attitudes Toward War and Peace: A Historical Survey
and Critical Re-evaluation (New York/Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1960), p. 53;
Peter Brock, The Roots of War Resistance: Pacifism from the Early Church to Tolstoy
(Ontario: Thistle Printing Limited, 1981), p. 9.

16) 2 715ulEe] Hslre] %2 AErk b= =Ad| A= C John
Cadoux, The Early Christian Attitude to War: A ccontribution to the History of
Christian Ethics (London: George Allen & Unwin Ltd, 1940)$} Adolf Harnack,
Militia Christi: The Christian Religion and the Military in the First Three Centuries
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1981) &%, $-#jueld] MYy Mo== Rolando H.
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Domination (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992), pp. 140-141.
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20) Ibid., p. 263.

21) Cahill, op. cit., p. 26.
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2822 ,1994), 9-123 .

23) Roland H. Bainton, ibid., pp. 66-78; Brock, The Roots of War Resistance: Pacifism
firom the Early Church to Tolstoy, pp. 10-13.
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