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ABSTRACT

In human history antagonism never ceases to stop its presence in various

forms. However, Christianity should not abandon its relentless efforts to over-

come and resolve antagonism. Especially in Korean society antagonism con-

tinues to deepen over a series of thorny problems including issues related to

North Korea and the United States. The widespread and worsening antagonism

in Korean society has its ideologically deep-rooted history and carries various

natures and characters within itself. Some types of antagonism exemplified in

dissention between employers and employees and a sense of incompatibility

caused by a widening gap in real estate ownership rates originates in selfish

culture and economic neo-liberalism, but other types of antagonism such as

national dissention concerning the United States and North Korea lies in differ-

ent ideological orientations and heterogeneous backgrounds of each individual.

For this reason, diverse life experiences of each individual influence his or her

own perspective on North Korea.

The recent inter-Korean relationship has so aggravated that both sides are

even considering the suspension of economic interchange, which goes on in-

creasing in size due to Mt. Kumgan tourism program and the Kaesung in-

dustrial complex project. Furthermore, South Korean's relationship with the

United State turned sour. More concerned is that conservative churches and

progressive churches are so fiercely divided along theological lines over these

issues.

Under these circumstances, Korean Christianity is called upon to make a

significant contribution toward overcoming widespread antagonism and toward

achieving social integration and reconciliation. It is argued that the fulfillment

of this significant task would not come from a simple application of western

theological theories; rather, it would be possible by means of biblically inspired

perspectives on such issues as unification, world, nation, national security,

economy, as well as constant efforts to cultivate tolerance and to reach social

integration. Historically Christian ethical teachings have pursued unity across

all different ages and, at the same time, sought relevance and diversity by react-

ing differently in different situations. This paper attempts to present Christian

ethical argument and theological guidelines necessary for dealing with the con-

temporary issues.

: peaceful solution, antagonism, the United States, North Korea,

social integration, reconciliation
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