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* ABSTRACT -

This article aims to investigate the relationship between the excellence of the
Christian colleges and socio-political leadership in Korea. In the past the
Christian colleges played a major role in the development of the Korean society
and churches. This comes from the excellence of the Christian colleges.

The excellence of the Christian colleges in Korea consisted of four elements:
uniqueness of Christian educational ideology, excellence of scholarship, ex-
cellence of morality, and difference from secular culture. The Christian colleges
early stage in their history maintained strongly their Christian educational idea.
If it seemed to impossible to hold this idea against the Japanese colonial govern-
ment, they decided to close the colleges, as shown in the case of Soongsil col-
lege in 1938. However, in these days, the Christian educational idea replaced
with the unreflected educational idea like as globalization and information
literacy. Secondly, The Christian colleges in the past showed their academic ex-
cellence in the introduction of the western modern academic discipline to the
Korean society. However, the Christian colleges in the present has been lost
their academic excellence except some distinguished colleges. Many of them are
called as 'second-class' or 'third-class' colleges. Thirdly, the Christian colleges in
the past demonstrated their moral excellence in the extra curricular activities in
the field of rural and suburb of urban community. This made them to take the
good reputation from the outside of campus. Lastly, the Christian colleges in the
past showed their difference in the new Christian way of life from secular
colleges. They were heralds of the Good News as well as bringer of the civilized
way of life. However, in the present, it is very hard to find the cultural differ-
ence between Christian colleges and secular ones. This gloomy realities chal-
lenge the Christian colleges to reflect themselves to retake their leadership in the
society through recovering the excellence of scholarship, morality and culture.

Keywords: Christian university, academic excellence, moral excellence, cultural
differency, social leadership
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