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e ABSTRACT -

This article explores whether Emmanuel Levinas's ethic of the Other can be
regarded as a theological discourse. After publishing Totality and Infinity, there
have been many serious questions of the relationship between transcendence
and immanence; infinity and the finite among many philosophers and
theologians. Interestingly enough, Levinas tries to mediate these concept by his
ethic of the Other. I examine how Levinas integrate these two areas in his ethic
of the Other. As a french phenomenologist, Jean-Luc Marion already men-
tioned, this kind of attempt has confronted a double-bind dilemma. One is that it
would be a question of phenomena that are objectively definable but lose their
religious speciality; and the other is that it would be a question of phenomena
that are specially religious but cannot be described objectively.

In order to explore his ethic of the other as a medication of philosophy and
theology, one needs to examine his critique of theodicy. Levinas rejects theo-
dicy because the history of twentieth century is sufficient proof of the falsity of
theodicy. He asserts that every attempts to justify suffering for the theological
vindication of God's justice through theodicy is bankrupt. Any kind of con-
dolence for the sufferer is merely ‘my’ imposition and offensive rationalization
as an interpretation coming from me. Through this rationalization, the other's
suffering is meaningful to me though it is meaningless to the sufferer. Thus the-
odicy is a theological form of the doubling evil that occurs in rationalization of
the suffering of the other.

While refusing the use of theodicy to justify other's suffering Levinas argues
that one can only meet the trace of God in taking a responsibility for the other.
Ethics precedes epistemology because he understands ethics primarily as the
moral obligation for the Other, which comes from infinity. Levinas wants to re-
constitute the origin of all moral knowledge in the Other who has been darkened
by the manipulating power of the self. The Other teaches the self about her des-
titution, vulnerability, and defenseless in the primary frankness of the revelation
that only the face can convey. Thus the face is opened up in consciousness by
the separation implied in the idea of infinity. The face's infinity is present only
as the trace of an absolute alterity. The only access we can have to God is the
face-to-face relationship with other persons.

Levinas enables philosophy to be liberated from a tendency towards the theo-
retical and redirects its concerns to practical engagement. This place of engage-
ment is a encounter of transcendence and immanence; philosophy and theology.

Key Words: Ethic of the Other, Levinas, Infinity, Transcendence, Theodicy,
Suffering




SR O A B0 Pt A | H 219

[. E017}H

g 19601t T oF 73 W o] F EFYglo] Al7E Aotk 53
gHluz] BgEe 293 WAlY] EA1E a3 A E Aok 7]
=L Algtel] GEjehe AZA wiAE B G AES AlEsal /o]
A B 715 AR 2 "eRE A FEL v Qi) o] ATt
gulu2rt o EA ElREElE Bl Fekat fe 29 JAE vizlst
A gglog o] gaaErt Asteza A & F R
EFgAS AEsket Aok Tk g 299 WAl 7S Bet
£ o] A= 8] Al8Kphilosophical theology), S~ F 1L Shphilosophy
of religion)®] 7|9 Al9= ZAo] & 4 S Zlojtk &3 A Z=F1
s} A7) oA TR AR o8 SO HE 4 gl
I 7Fs8E "ske Al=rh 2 Aeolhd

zek2 QAFEA; A-E vhe]2(Jean-Luc Marion)< 28} 418k9] o]
g SA Ao] AR o] oA EeF olfr= 418t el H
sto] Alejgr 294 FAvhs T3 7] Wil A e dold

el glelnka ARaTy) AL BTl ooz e Agte] e

N

1) o2fgh Ao et AL 7|5l A 2EHo R &EAY
sl A Wil Aojet. vheiE-E 227ellA 7Fg A
A shbdS Aldshe Zlolg, B4 oS Alshs Alolgtal gelkal qlck
O] AES watHA B4 Aol 3 MA Al shibd Akt AHow Aris ofnw
“EAlE 19 2oy (39d)eka ek gtk £, o] go] =aid sk}
I3} ANE W3l Ao] AR P Z FAR o83 FAlE
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2) Jean-Luc Marion, “Le phénomeéne saturé, Ph nom nologie et th ologie (Paris:
Criterion, 1992), 79.
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3) ko] iﬂ 79.

4) $19] 25 1)°llA] A3 Jean-Luc Marion} BE] Michel Henry2| I am the Truth:
Toward a Philosophy of Christianity$} Jean-Louis Chrétien®] The Call and the
Response & 5 Stk oleid Zaj2s 7FEe] AgeiaEe] A8HA2) Agle] vlat AT
+ Dominique Janicaud”} 3t Phenomenology and the “Theological Turn : The
French Debates R}

5) Emmanuel Levinas, God, death, and time, trans. Berttina Bergo (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 2000), 143.
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6) el A, 207.

7) Emmanuel Levinas, Otherwise than Being, or Beyond Essence (Hague: Martinus
Nijhoff, 1981), 5.

8) &l A, 197.

9) AFE(M L, Theodicy)ZHs Eol #AFA1 ofuli= “slubd e 27|43} (justifica-
tion of God)o|2}= E=o]t}. o] W G.W. Leibniz(1647~1716)7F A& ARt
ShidS S8k Oeog(God) 9t A2l E 5581= Gukn(justice) 2] FHAdofolt), 1 § o] A%
ol Al @FdlE ol sk shidel dstid e Mushe AANA
Al T2 28 AT FolZ 2] A TheodicyollX 1 TR 22 Al 744
fEakE ote] Bgg driakA shbdel solE FRth 3 WAle oty of
(metaphysical evil) Q18] A7} HE0] A wf A=|oiz] HeidS ojnlgic), F+ WA=
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k. o]2fdk Hol| A Algho M= QIzke] MR Holx| ¢k Al9] A Fe] 3 Frg
W5t} Walter Kern and Jorg Splett, “Theodicy, Encyclopedia of Theology: The
Concise Sacramentum Mundi, ed. Karl Rahner (New York: The Seabury Press,
1975), 1644~1671 °} Y.K. Kang, “Levinas on Suffering and Solidarity, Tijdschrift
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Voor Filosofie 59(1997/3), 482~5045 =z, 2|+ Ry} Iy AR =9=
Susan Neiman, Evil in Modern Thought: An Alternative History of Philosophy
(Princeton: Princeton Universiy Press, 2002), 22 3=

10) S22 oldlo, THE] o XA} @A L, sll2he] Al o] ol2lg Fold
A HFAY te olFeletn wd F Utk

11) Emmanuel Levinas, “Useless Suffering, FEntre Nous: Thinking-of-the-Other (New
York: Columbia University Press), 96.
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13) Levinas, Entre Nous, 91.

14) VEAFERIS 19| A Philosophical Investigations, n10.243°14 AF&1o9] F-A]
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Oxford University Press, 1985)9} H.N. Castandeda, “Private Language Problem,
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ed. Paul Edwards (New York: Macmillan, 1967)<
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15) Emmanuel Levinas, Collected Philosophical Papers, trans. Alphonso Lingis
(Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 1987), 180.
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16) Richard A. Cohen, Ethics, Exegesis, and Philosophy: Interpretation after Levinas
(Cambridge University Press, 2001), 275.

17) Levinas, Entre Nous, 99.

18) <ke] 2 100~101.
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20) Totality and Infinity, 80~81.

21) Emmanuel Levinas, Of God who comes to Mind, trans. Berttina Bergo (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1998), 66~67.
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30) Emmanuel Levinas, “Langage et proximite, En decouvrant I' existence avec
Husserl et Heidegger(Paris: Librarie Philosophique J. Vrin, 1967), 228~231,
233~234%5 Kk L3 Otherwise than Being, 158% =

31) Levinas, Otherwise than Being, 158.

32) Levinas, En decouvrant l'existence avec Husserl et Heidegger, 173.

33) Levinas, Totality and Infinity, 50~51.
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34) Levinas, Of God who comes to Mind, ix.
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7} AEAR] Ao o], S EAIE A0 ANRAHA A HES 7t
U g wsoll A Y A Al F5o] Alshel] wAAl= o
o WAl TR RAERRE o3 2th S T8 =94 29 94
dHozA9] e F3low mehr] IZE 7iRlo] Az A9 AlEdl] A
of g5 I =8 dHlvE: YA} PRI AAS

ek s b= 94 2, S 9 (humanity) o] 2 15 ol 4

SIAZIIL Ik SR B0 U] B <opAle] AF ol

1 RIIEAZE 23 SlPo} S HolFaL Qe #ujuzolA| &

U] e ww Hold AH QIR Slolq WA 5 gl @do]

Epge] A P WA AAY FAE Bl 2R 2 el
2he ofmlQle] A7) Bl BRe islehs 2o FA} o
HEAE epol] e AN Hold 5+ glcke 2
potence)®] E T 428 EdHolekn & 5 ko

Y| A5t o]efat 414 [l Wk Ehatel P Mz BAT
2718 Fpowerlessness) 4] Lheth olefd BAe) g HH3)
Slal @uluiests Al U], amel, 3 of HELES ALgg
42 55 U gEshe BE Wk (A4 3 U, 3 3
oltk. 31 olefdt ARIH AgAle BE Ageleie FEE EAYY
AU glek Gl A7 ARE AL, HRE A 29,

oke #we] 2YE AT ke ASoITk Bk Ak geld A
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Rl 2 P

rlo

35) Emmanuel Levinas, Alterity and transcendence, trans. M. Smith (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1999), 64.

36) Otherwise than Being, 5; Totality and Infinity, 200.

37) Totality and Infinity, 215.
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A7 BAe) Qe T ohd 28] A9 ARIThM) Ehaje] Q2o
Cod 412 A1 A sl s B ol 59 5
2P ol 2% AMAPOZ 0|1 Ao ohle} HiE 1F J1H)

JZi

A
She Qg AET AEsiEs gk 2 AFAE AHY At
ARRE TES $8 ARAH o] FE AL AT AN 4l
B3 98 BRjel RES PeleroA Rl tid FAle] A9l
2 Wzlste) FR8 TAL G7) WFolgich o ojmlelA

eie] A4 el G2l A AT AU B g 07

f—‘]’(‘——z.—f7 1 214 )o]] 181kes -4/\]-4 OH"‘]Q'(the hermeneutics of suspicions) S 28
a1 o]2g o4le] ajAdsto] Ale) s} 4lo] FL02 oloiAE A
o] olz} Selehs 3)5-2] a4 8lthe hermeneutics of retrieval) = F3l EFA}
o g £:214 Aelolehs AR AUOR 2l AmFTe Holo),

38) @lnvkz=e] 23t &elo] el oigh o] AR J. Bloechlo] AR The face
of the other and the trace of God: Essays on the Philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas
(New York: Fordham University Press, 2000)2 X2}

39) Emmanuel Levinas, “The trace of the other, in Mark Taylor ed., Deconstruction
in Context (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1986), 359.
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A ge] ol tig whsolgtal & 4 ok #Rlvzd BbaE s
AFEL TAE 3l A9 o]EoE B 1155 Ak ow e
AEE ARsh a5l gt sja2 22 glklel| tigh F3ist S

GHlvs FehEe Ash2 B2 FARES ¢ IJSS 7T 4 gtk
A guvse] Fe7t ARrbsieke Oest Eaolx AlRtele] 1
o] EAE & AlolsiE 71sue] 4l JdH sYE AR od
=7k 5343 A E5d o|27] 74A] 29 APFe BE HAE
2ol A dAETh 53] 19 Al ofsle AT 7=l 218k Yol
E o BlolEo)7] of FEE St vl5e] tisEF <] AR} S 3§t
Ul Gk AQ2William James)] 71'E81%] A2 FEw7d g o] thok
4J j(Varieties of Religious Experience)®] AUXA] 714 AL 7F=3H
WA Furt Aok FEA| Aol fEj29] A4S Htks Blds
kA gEuse] 418k 1 ojt]oll = Aol tigt /)91 A PS Dat
I UA et HollA A wihe] Highs WE 4 glth
=

gHlus 2A2E o3k Al 7 EH} BRjolslE
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2 vig) 9T FoIRkE B 5 el tha FAY o7 @ A9
% glom 4 Qoluplu R HHETHL k0 o] e $el) By
2 93 299 424 A wP AL olalsie 2gHl FFA
o] B 5 g 0|2 olth BiAle WRE 98 FHAK:
AL B7Psd dol7] mpelt)

duluiae ol A3H ofxejoldAne] EAIE st Apale

ERjol2 g AN ol HIZ 9] Abde] uHow 93] Ad

2 5 Qiok AR A AT - gl o Bxel) BAlE UE
S FU AU 22 AYL FANYS AP Eolck

o
ERAlell thak 33 AAe T3 Al AFHZARE FolA= shpd e
e AFe ALE B A o] Fulsh 1 wolle 923} IS

40) Emmanuel Levinas, Basic Philosophical Writings (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1996), 17.
41) LA=AA 137 124,
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