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« ABSTRACT -

Developments in medical science have culminated in a Copernican revolu-
tion of sorts with the invention of embryo cloning technology and stem cell
production, Though there are significant pros to this technology the cons, es-
pecially with respect to ethical issues, are well worth considering.

The positive aspects of embryo cloning and stem cell production technology
are that it makes possible curing of previously incurable terminal diseases, re-
trieval of lost and dead siblings, and effectively deals with the problem of
infertility.

However, the negative aspects of this technology is that it results in the pos-
sible abuse to the female body, destroys a budding human life, and merchan-
dises human life by making human body cloning/farming possible as a consum-
er product,

Though we must be cautious and careful about embryo cloning and ex-
perimentation, categorical prohibition of it seems unacceptable because of the
great need of it for medical purposes. This begs the more important question,
is it ethically right and acceptable?

To answer this question, this article deals with the necessary condition and
beginning of a holistic human being, the status of the embryo, and the relation-
ship between the biological body and spirit. As an effort to provide an ethical
framework that puts in perspective embryo cloning and experimentation, this
article also deals with the theories of “situation ethics” of Buddhism,
Confucianism, and Christianity.

At the end of this article, with respect to the negative aspects of embryonic

stem cell usage, the use of adult stem cells is discussed and suggested.

Key Words: embryo experimentation, embryo cloning, stem cell, biological
body and spirit, situation ethics, Buddhist view, Confucian view
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