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* ABSTRACT -

Calvin’s understanding of the Decalogue provides a significant clue for un-
derstanding his theology and social ethics. Calvin thinks that the Decalogue is
the norm of righteousness for people who have already been delivered. For
Calvin, obedience of God’s law is the expression of gratitude that people have
toward God. His theological ethics put such great emphasis on the normative
function of the law that he was criticized for conceiving of God’s will in terms
of biblical literalism, But, he approaches the Decalogue in the light of Christ’s
teaching, Calvin connects Jesus summary of the law to the golden rule, That is,
the golden rule directs one to properly love one’s neighbor, Calvin understands
the essence of the golden rule to be equity, For him, equity, which is some-
times identified as justice tempered by mercy and clemency, serves as the rule
for implementing love in social life,

Calvin seeks to uncover the positive and social implications veiled by the
negative commands, and vice-versa, His theology of and expositions on the
Decalogue show what his social vision and ethics are. Celebrating the 500th an-
niversary of Calvin’s birth, the Presbyterian Church of strong Reformed theology
in Korea is required to study again seriously what he taught through the
Decalogue, and needs to be challenged to be a reforming Reformed church—a

church that will pursue justice and love more than before,
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55) Al7:12 4] gElo] Uit Tt R (EEL 371 2): Seorsum ergo legenda
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in mundo, ac tot modis homines invicem sibi esse noxios, nisi quia scientes &
volentes aequitatem pedibus calcant: quam tamen quisque erga se servari rigide

postulat, loannis Calvini Opera quae supersunt monia, ed. by G Baum, E, Cunitz,
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63) John P. Burgess, “Reformed Explication of the Ten Commandments,” in The Ten
Commandments: The Reciprocity of Faithfulness (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox
Press, 2004), 89,
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Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1983), 14,
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