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* ABSTRACT -

The Old Testament seldom uses ethical terminologies like ethics, virtue, mo-
ral excellence, ideal, etc. But it definitely presents the way which Israelites just-
ly had to walk as the people of God and the touchstone of good and evil. The
ancient Israelite community had the laws and law codes which sustained their
society and especially the Old Testament law codes are filled with social ethical
thought which reflects the sitz im leben and the current sense of the times of
ancient Israelites. The social ethics in the Old Testament law codes emphasizes
the dignity of man and simultaneously requires Israelites to  excute for and
love the social weak as the people of God who loves and executes justice for
them. So in the Old Testament, matters of social ethics become theological
issues, Furthermore, the Old testament social ethics which have been devel-
oped as the shape of law codes in the light of politics, society, liturgy and eco-
nomics of the peculiar ancient Israelite community is more concerned about the
social weak namely sojourners, widows, orphans and Levites than any other an-
cient Near East law codes,

In this paper, I'm going to investigate the personal and communal social eth-
ics in the Old Testament law codes such as Covenant Code, Holiness Code,
Deuteronomic Code and find the differences with other Near East codes and
then ascertain historical and theological meaning of social ethics which unique-

ly the Old Testament law codes preserve,

Key Words : Old Testament, the social weak, social ethics, law codes, dignity
of man, community
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