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* ABSTRACT -

It is well known that certain psychoanalytic studies attempt to discern the de-
velopmental processes of ethical consciousness in human beings. Psychoanalytical
theory can contribute greatly to recent new streams in theological thinking
which seek to identify the ethical implications within certain theologies. For ex-
ample, E, H, Erikson’s moral developmental theory reflects obvious theological
themes as it considers the existential, developmental, and mutual (shared) as-
pects of moral decision making in great detail and depth. Religiousness goes
beyond the simple confession of propositional truth claims and is more than
mere expressions of an inner emotional state or feeling. A raised religious con-
sciousness must lead to such ethical moments that challenge each believer to
make decisions regarding his or her life,

While most people tend to disregard the ethical aspects of Calvin’s theology,
it is, rather, the prevailing scholarly view that Calvin's theology has a very eth-
ical orientation, As this paper intends to show, Erikson’s moral developmental
theory can significantly help one in thinking of the ethical aspects in Calvin’s
theology. As several theological themes based on Erikson’s developmental
theory are applied to Calvin’s theology of justification and sanctification, the
supposition that Christian existence includes various moral developmental di-
mensions and also has a religious and communal nature will become apparent,
For Calvin, justification by faith is an event of existential encounter between the
sinner and Christ the Savior. And, for Calvin’s theological anthropology, the in-
herent strength of the human being is rooted in and develops by an orderly pat-
tern through his or her growing relationship with God, Furthermore, Calvin’s
doctrine of sanctification supposes that, as the Christian begins the new life in
Jesus Christ, which is directed towards fulfillment and perfection in the future
life, she or he is entering an ongoing developmental process of transformation
which lasts a lifetime. Finally, Calvin emphasizes the important role of human
relations within culture and society. For Calvin, defining human existence in the
theological sense means that Christian piety is always interpersonal and social

as well as directed heavenward, God-ward.

Key words : Calvin’s theology, existentialism, moral development, process,
psychoanalysis




g Aste] 27 A oY) wdAle)gte] et A8 | o]tk 157

L AEte ¥

HIS HZo] @2 opA|Nh el Aol tiAltaL & = Sle
St S A AR AlsHA =9ol] A1} o]9]of Tkl sHitoks9] o
T AHES ALIE AFHOE ARt Zlojt). dE S0, HlE
o] o] thFax} sk Ao, 7 A bl = A oA i
& FRIsH T =80 249 H2EA A7 (psychoanalytical study)?

£ B3 ANES A7E F3) 53] 2eld POl ES WASA

Hze] 21812 AEE5o] 2

lo
k1
ol
ﬂF
W
mL
rlo
lu
o
i
fol
al(f
o
50
r{r

S Q) A4 ) ch s 290w B
Aol Qe IR Sfplo FmA ke FmA Age] As ol
Wep E0d A AAE A2 SelF A 48 ABES &
AT 5= 9k offl 8718 B15L AFSE U Yoriok Ak o]
A e A19ge] mesh Aol Hol, EE Fush BE4el, &

2|7} 1i 01\3101]/‘1 ofgA Thp=AE ¢

N
it
El
El
Lo
)
Ho

o] ZolX Brh= fJollM AH]E F 7R AAES 7SR sl oY

A2 A (psychosexual) T @Alo] 2, dlo}A|(Piaget) 2] A (cognitive)
W o] 8, olE=e] El(moral) T @AO]E Fol tiEAQ 47t 2 Aotk



158 71=nAE] &2l 21197
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4) Cf. J. H. van Wyk, “Calvin on the Christian Life,” in Our Reformational Tradition,
directed, T. van der Walt (Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education,
1984), 231, Van Wyk says, ‘the theology of Calvin on the whole reveals an ethical

structure,”
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5) Trust vs, Mistrust, Autonomy vs, Shame and Doubt, Initiative vs. Guilt, Industry
vs. Inferiority, Identity vs. Identity Confusion, Intimacy vs. Isolation, Generativity
vs. Stagnation, Integrity vs, Despair

6) Erikson, Childhood and Society (New York: Norton, 1963), 274.

7) Chap. IV. “Human Strength and the Cycle of Generations.”

8) Nicholas Piediscalzi, “Erik H. Erikson’s Contribution to Ethics,” Journal of Religion
& Health 12 (April 1973): 169-170.
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9) D. Yankelovich & W. Barrett, Ego and Instinct: The Psychoanalytic view of human
nature revisited (New York: Random House, 1970), 121,

10) Robert C. Fuller, “Erikson, Psychology, and Religion,” Pastoral Psychology 44
(1996), 382,
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13) Nicholas Piediscalzi was the founder and longtime chair of the Department of
Religion at Wright State University.

14) Nicholas Piediscalzi, “Erik H. Erikson’s Psychology of Religion,” in Religion and
Social Sciences, comp, H. Clark (1973), 12.
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22) Ellen, T. Charry, “The Moral Function of Doctrine,” Theology Today 49 (April
1992), 43.

23) Erikson, Insight and Responsibility (New York: Norton, 1964), 156,
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