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* ABSTRACT -

It is very important to overcome the dichotomy between virtual/online and
real/offline living when we analyze interactions in cyberspace from the per-
spective of relationships. The fact that power relationships offline permeate oth-
er relationships online can be well understood by methodologically using the
concept of race in cyberspace, The question of how the discourses of race
based on Western-centered thoughts and values work in cyberspace helps us to
understand how deeply many discriminations and oppressions of the cultural
others are being strengthened. These cultural others can be empowered to be
moral agents in their own contexts by naming social evils, based on the so-
cio-historical concreteness and the notion of their new identities. To critically
read distorted relationships in cyberspace could be led to open up a possibility
for cultural others to overcome their uniformly defined identities and oppressed
experiences and to paradoxically use them for their moral agency. The possi-
bility is based on Christian ethical understanding of all human beings as active
moral agents who continue to do moral reflections and practices and have the
power to create and mediate new interactions in cyberspace. In addition, cyber-
space could be claimed as a sacred place when it is used as a communal and

responsible place for responding to God’s call for love and justice,

Key Words : cyberspace, race, cultural others, relationship, empowerment
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4) Aidan Davison, Technology and the Contested Meaning of Sustainability (Albany,
NY: State University of New York Press, 2001), 175.

5) Beth, E. Kolko, Lisa Nakamura, & Gilbert, B, Rodman, (eds.), Race in Cyberspace
(New York: Routledge, 2000), 4.

6) Cited in Lisa Nakamura, Cybertypes: Race, Ethnicity, and Identity on the Internet
(New York andLondon: Routledge, 2002), xii.
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University Press, 2002), 59.
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Routledge, 1999), 63,
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