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* ABSTRACT -

Love is the Root of Happiness!: A Study on the Discourse of ‘Love
Ethic’ in Contemporary Christian Ethics.

Lee, Chang-Ho

Given that love is the root of happiness, three questions inform my inquiry in
this paper. The first is about the content of agape. What is agape? What norma-
tive implications does it contain? The second relates to the justification for uni-
versal and particular moral commitments in terms of love, On what grounds can
each commitment be justified? The third discusses the relationship between
agape as a universal love and special relations(family, friends, co-religionists,
compatriots, etc,), Although many scholars have addressed the relationship be-
tween particular and universal moral commitments in the Christian tradition, I
will highlight two major approaches to this inquiry, One is what I call
‘universality-centered’ approach, Gene Outka and Gilbert Meilaender represent
this approach, which focuses on the content of agape and its connection to spe-
cial relations. The other is what I call ‘particularity-centered’ approach. Its major
proponents are Stephen Post and Stephen Pope, who evidently give the pri-
macy to the special relations, I will proceed by briefly examining the two ap-
proaches and compare these three camps, highlighting similarities and differ-
ences among them, I conclude with some ethical suggestions which can con-

tribute to a richer normative understanding of Christian love.

Key words: love, happiness, Gene Outka, Stephen Post, Stephen Pope
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Regard”S T Q3 x84

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae (°]3} ST) 1I-11.26.6.

ST TI-IT 27.7.

ST II-1I 31.3.

ST II-II 26,3-4,

27
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30
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AlEA B 2 fAH BalS Hile 22 sttt ofFuis oA
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L
£ o) 93] e o)F AYshe 7, 1L $HE FEAE 0|77

31) ST II-I 206.7.

32) ST II-II 26.6.

33) ST II-II 26.8.

34) Pope, “The Moral Centrality of Natural Priorities: A Thomistic Alternative to ‘Equal
Regard’)” 117,

35) 919 2, 113.
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Fol Zelet MELE 2E2Q1 2o F3dhs 2L FHE B
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7148 S (inclinations) % 28X 4 TESS FstA] FoA g
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36) Edward C. Vacek, Love, Human and Divine: The Heart of Christian Ethics
(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1994), 157-158.
37) ST 1.1.8.



102 71saAtE Sy A3

-

2 HE S F2ol i

QoM A S SAA F2o] Al 223 ZA g ofsi=
B F$AA A2 24T AJol7t gloH ¢ Yot FEE T e A
Aol s AT o Atk 27el S F4A A2 BH F44
Aol tigk RS Aule e Ak Al R tigh oJalE Aslehe
d o] wjet Azt nige] Ae A Al 71l A, 23
TAA Aol shbd ] Abdel] tigh &td olsfoll A Sxgirtar vl
gtk shubd ARS ARdell tigk arele A9 Rle A oR olg#el
(disinterested) AFO.E o]afistal Qlthal ghek Abre] ti/de] whg-olut
45A, 3EAA FA B0l daide A S FA Forlal o7
WS Tl ALE Ho] FA71EE she Aleo g shd Alers olsfist
=), ol A vl F3, 28Uzt ti7kE vlebA] B AR 2
A o] e AFFeRE shvid AlgS olsfigithd, ZHE Zlolet
I ®BE Ao,

719 shudel AR a4, A, FUAH AldolE)
Rohk= 5717 lom wheat oA #AE v o Yot 354
s ASHoE ks ARelgta Azt oM T2EQ
oFg~(Robert M, Adams) $1-8-2 53 tlsit} “Shide] $-2El& &gt
Attt -ele] shid S A9k ARG Atole] BAIE tiE old S-S
sl o= E°}°¥ & AolH, shpde] *}%—% A X}Xﬂ%

r.9£

HIEt

&
mlo

_ﬂ
A}

ro
P
o
)
I
ol
_1
A
o
o
>
2
rlo
o
i
_Q
]
>
Yy
S
_H
rlo
e
ni
oot
)

o

olgp|Hths FEAE EESIL %Z:‘S}E%E /\]-%1—’?_ 34\0]1:}'
FEE Shbde] Ale] #4o] o]g7lel, shpde Qkiste] %

H:I

38) Robert M. Adams, ‘Pure Love,” Journal of Religious Ethics 8, 96. Post, A Theory
of Agape, 24 AllA AL
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W) %ol Qe Ao B Ao} ohlel, YA AZsE 2}
8 Ao}z e o] ohf sHe AFoltk, ol AN Ale 4
52 W) Aot FEA WAL oo A wa, Aol FEe
FASPA FAsHe FA] Balo] Utk £EA P9) FARAY BE
o] 2 BAA WAF AAE Bz, Al thgel A

55498 £83] 5P HAU 29 Adsle] 1 Ao e
3
existen) 2 FAAIZTAL HlA3IT: F=
=2
Abgel BRlA AAske @RS Mol vkl F3iT thA] 2
1= E}

oFg7ke) Aok AEEE AA} ALSH A S v}
TR TSR Zlolct o)

39) Post, %] A 74-77.
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25p1 odake e A15)H Soleke AIS AF3) Hid )

E

ot
o

7} 2

aefA ol7ke) FHlEEA Y oplelE VS Aelg Rtk 71
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o] FAFE 55 WSS Tl A¥H= Adolgha Xt 29
Ex 17 Aol iz A= olal7t 71 T3 22 55 W
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AR LL1Ex 2] B4 370 5 747 9%0] gl ogA ¢
ol 228 Sehfelnt @ 4 itk S ol Y
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40) 919l 3, 30-32.
41) 919 A 29-30.
42) 919l A, 97-105.
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A gl wgale] Alshe Aol
A0l Tt shide) Al 7] 2o} glo] F43] o =
& gt Shpde ARaAlE shbdol). shidat o selale] wols
AE Hlfrohs BESAA shide ARG tids sl €4S o
e EAZ et Al didate] A% FAE uEsAH E
I 7FeE] QI AR o wRo] 218 o] AS3HAE Shbdo]
o BT A5 A B o) A 7B 615 o
& el sl ofdl Wl E9SEE Shide AR BHow
A A
g A5 Ao] “RE st BAH HAn HolR A5 5

IV, 54 AP ) vkl et v S0 el Sxio)
F4

1. 7152 A 1A ol (=)
1) A1A o}7}u| o] T
oFg-7loll wE | U (Reinhold Niebuhr)& 7151 A}&e] oS =}
7184 Algo = Azteich UdoA o] Alae] tigk AQsle] IA=
shdel Alge) SAdoln) 1 &AL HASH A7) olsiE Wy 2
B 3l EA5h= A (perfect disinterestedness) @]t} 44) H43F 217

43) 919l A, 55-57.
44) Outka, Agape, 24-27.
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gfolghz 71E0l HlFo] AEH, JAH SASS AAT Y= 71
2 2pe] Agstet AArlA shbd Uet A3l v BA4A S Fg
oh IR0 Yzt SRdgE GAlFRlEe 522 ofth ARge) o
3] 71FuRIEe A dellM 7IEeR A3t B2 Yot
x]uHs}% ALE] EollA 27812 Abge] o] 11 Aksle] Aejo
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obx7te] shid olsle E4-2EQ HIE T8 sk S0l Sl

o= shid AR Agle] T3 222 WA Jva 2o
Ak olsfoll A g 13 Blolu 845 AURIAl ZFxsitt B o
AL F2 7 At Aske golrh o7|dA ok WU
(Burnaby)9] ZA3E Ql&3=dl ol 5 wksit)

ik

E7HA] AT AL AL Tk pAo] A8 e dlds P8l 2318 ARl
o= 14 & 2 A WEE 7P 23t 524& 0] 7]

ot o] AR FUR BAL BEE w7k aEa AR $HOE HHE
w7kA] 47 °“n} AR (charity) £ S AL Ui BE AL nlEp,
e 2 ke As 7161 e AR A8 =

oot} 45)

Ae) mAL AFPolth st 7oA Ale] 2 mHe

45) John Burnaby, Amor Dei (London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1947), 18, Outka, Agape,
176 A AR08
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2 Qzr o7t ] B
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glo] Abdateal xsh B AL o] % A}ilo) Alds FA3slA] T

ehu Audeh Akl 9] W ohlel A =R sjor ek

AN AN WATE 7153 AN FBAL ottt A A 3
e AT SAT 2L Aol Wiel) s elalg) el divt

46) Outka, Agape, 13-19.
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ARol ZlmaL Aol F54 oY S Fujeds AEstar k4
T AT BT AeAE T3P VAR BEF optael 54 B
Atele] FAolelE BAolA & Aleld] } 7} ok 55 A A2
< 55 WAl9] afrsk X919} 7IAIE QIS B oprteof B4
A Alelel] M9 22 HIFS Ashke As ARgt vkl Asirt
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T2 0|5 AlFShs Aol 942 T olet Be TAIE 93 b o
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g Aehe golekn Awsiny 292 498 Wt ol w

47) Outka, “Agapeistic Ethics,” 487,
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t}48) o] AolA] oF27ke] 2]t (John P. Reeder) {182 53 wha}
o} “f3hd B oolE} % AaAdol Felizt 2 4= k. a2y A

9] wEe olrty|e] nigrA el Aufrl @ 4= JAATHdesired fruition of
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48) Outka, “Comment on ‘Love in Contemporary Christian Ethics’,” 435-436.
49) John P. Reeder, Jr., “Extensive Benevolence,” Jowrnal of Religious Ethics 26.1, 59, Outka,
“Comment on ‘Love in Contemporary Christian Ethics’,” 436 |41 #]91-&-
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50) Outka, “Theocentric Agape and the Self: An Asymmetrical Affirmation in Response
to Colin Grant's Either/Or.” Journal of Religious Ethics 24, 1996, 36-37.
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51) Augustine, The City of God, tr. by Markus Dods (New York: Random House,
2000), XIX. 17.
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oJxElar UtkE otk o7 Ze}o|(Hans Frei)Q] HA|S Q1-83h=
b, “EE QIZH w3]oA Fol7l o]svolge Aotk BE ke
ARZEor & o] o2 B AlSH AT Shbde] HHA Al 52
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o7 3l W3] FEA AOZ o] FIA} he ARRFe] AXlolEhe ShollA
E5T014 7)200A] olal=]ojo} sirhar g3t} o 7)ol A] o379}

52) Hans Frei, The Identity of Jesus Christ: The Hermeneutical Bases of Dogmatic Theology
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975), 162, Outka, “Following at a Distance: Ethics
and the Identity of Jesus,” 150 o4 #|21&.

53) Outka, “Universal Love and Impartiality,” 2-3.
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54) Jiirgen Moltmann, God in Creation, 1% 9,742 ool Alxl sl (A8 =2l
SFd 4, 2007).

55) Terence E. Fretheim, The Suffering of God: An Old Testament Perspective
(Philadelphia: Fortress, 1984).
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