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* ABSTRACT -

A Theological Analysis of the Relationship of Suicide and

Salvation and It’s Implication to Pastoral Ethics

Shin, Won-Ha

The statement that “Suicide is unforgivable sin” has been spreading in Korean
church for long time. It causes a lot of bitterness and suftering for the bereaved,
although it might have preventive effect against suicide. But it needs to be theo-
logically analyzed whether or not it is biblically and morally grounded. This ar-
ticle first of all surveys the decisive ecclesiastical statements regarding suicide in
the councils in church history throughout the medieval age. It also deals with
doctrines of mortal sins, the relationship of salvation and suicide, and un-
forgivable sins. In addition, it examines its relationship in the light of the doc-
trine of perseverance of the saints and God’s eternal decree, which are con-
tained in a significant Protestant confession of faith, Westminst Confession of
Faith. Finally, on the basis of this theological conclusion, it suggests some
guidelines for pastors to take care of the bereaved and some preventive ways

against suicide.

Key words: suicide, unforgivable sin, repentance, mortal sins, perseverance

of saints. pastoral care of the bereaved
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204 1=aAbE g, A23E

ade] FaslE ofF Alme ojshe g, WMo ue) FRe
Fa) Al tiE B 94 Ao 12 gich TS vk
S Aol o) 19 WA ojE} Hol A A vk s, A
52 A7) oA} offel Abge] Blol AlmRlE 242 B Aolgln
AR, A Ape] QAT AT 0|2 e Hea BAT
QT Bk Ze ojAZEle] Ak AFA7lo] A B A
YA, T BPeka TAS AT AFAA FHIAE 2k
o, flgels e Aol o 2 $AE Yal) o Agkselr) 4
22 Thslol @k FAYAT, I o]AS FUT 4%} ATAA
wobA) Qi YiHoR AUTASS o AL shide) 273t Bl
NA G, At Hxze] 9A4 A Adel 2. oA )
w3l o] Fo] Tl s FIHHA AL el At wE A
S ot TelE Breka s dels F4 I H U

2Q® o] Fdo] o3 A E A IS AT & F Sl

r

o

2. Ci=|(mortal sin)2| 2} XFA

Aol {3t 5L 2ol 7HEY w3l 2] w9} By A4
Utk 2ot 7Y w3le FHE AF(original sin)¢}F 23 (actual sins) =
wraL, o) A9 Az del met tiF (mortal sin) €t 42 (venial sin) 2
T2t ol UEE S tiF(mortal sin)oll &8s 22 R

== 27H AV 28 A 7S Bl RS 1) FHel 44
o] A7}gl A(grave matters)©]1l, 2) 7L PF9] FotH A4S Lar s}
+ Z(full knowledge), 3) YA HOZ F9|(deliberate consent)3}™ 3}

& Holth 30 A2 BA] SgEE A AR dlsge) A2

30) Catechism of the Catholic Church, Second Edition (Washington D.C.: United States
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10:19) 5= 8l olv] WAIE u} 1710, 21 o] sfbde] Hel Wkt
= 2 gAML, gste] ddishd a2ie tiF7E He Alold oo

ge) 43e 270 28 A48 Ao] o, shubde] el Aaix
I 7S ATNA BAY, e AR AL oIt strjeks, 2319

7S 08 A AL, Leleks npt glol BEL Wske Aol

3= shbde] e sk e Fall A1 Al shudel
A (God's charity) ¢} &2 TAIA M & shpdro 953 o]
Aol ASS o ARFSEe 2 tFE AFAlY] ghe] F=A E3o]q Ho)
T hE OB RE oAl vheo] HeEal, A e o]24 sk=
28 (sanctifying grace)e A3l WHET32 1A shbdIte] dAZE
GHE, a7 dHE W A= shd e ARlet SES whEA
3j&afjof sh=t, °|= -?4’5‘117*1 HreA] arsf S sfot Fvar Aok
VAR HFHE A2 Al shbd e AHE st shal shubd
o] &0 A& JAksHA staL, Asi7]= 235 SR8 §tt33) vt
of 313l A B3l 3l 235 B Fow TEjake] YRR RE
A& “R]L-9] QA3 =27 (eternal death of hel)ol] *&HA] FH} 34
ol Zr} w3]e] thx ueje] Hlox Zophd Eﬁﬂi Hed A

l"é‘H“*PE ol she] IS AXA o Jdd S50l AsHA 2
Toll gt} @A o7 Adsh= A= 1 w3t %H*é/\]% & glar

A}

Catholic conference, Inc., 2001), 1857-59.

31) flel #1862,

32) 919 A 1861,

33) flel & 1856,

34) 919] A, 1861, TLEv A= shubde] AIE FAIT AL shubd k] AAE WAl
71A °‘7]°ﬂ AF AL Sall S8 = oz LA vheA] waAE AR dae

it
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A AP TR Fshs b 2 Skl glok i aslol A e

FAe 20} B A ofshol = WAT Yok & 5 Ik

V. 73, F )il %

Fepze molo|n ofolael ARl ke Ae shbdel BAL
shake Zel7lo] Aol Ahes 48] Fatn YA Fo6), BE A
A2 o Aol HHES & AL oheh BAE FHHCE MRS A
Z95, e 912 Ik FHOR BT BE I5S 1
B JFH G AR AT §AS AT 2T 5 A7) 2
Qofe} Bl e AT SANA R ek 7SR olfs ¥
Ak

2be e Bl 2 1 HE NG 718E 2EA Ze oA
ol SAER] S He FHeke A4S s He slolnh JAR L
2 o] A7t FANE GRE ATF Hx29 AldAl= o ALRl ozt
I g Stk o A" V1R frort dgE iRk HE &FE]
Aol Ems B A9e 23]Y HE FTRE Aol EHsithal didds
], 1 olf= shbde] 389 7I3E 7IdEA ¢a, taH 7ol Wt
Foto] 222 RS BeoE ‘T ol2A sk Y 7]
3]"(chance of a saving repentance)E ‘271X 28k7] wFolgkal itk
T I IE Fal ANES 5 e FHE ke Aol e o]2A
sk 3709 7135 WAEA e ot FARPHE sk AR WA

W7 i Bk o AZE olFUAE Ba) oEdrA 2w}

35) Augustine, The City of God, bk 1. ch. 17 (p. 27).
36) 919l A ch. 25 (p. 306).
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312 I ololH, A S Sle] 71318 24 Raly] uheo]
Aska FeA ke Azt A2l A B Aold, ofd 9
A A AAEOAE R ok ol B 5 e B AR
Fboleke FAo] QoA s Raha FE Aol Apaks
TURA R Q4o 42 P B 202 AT 5 rk Bt
A 25 Ho]7)ol] SA1A) RRHE 7e Bl AskA oz Byl
AR SA7E T BepEolek k2w wE W] the
Sh7k 79 By 27lo] ARk TlEAAE feth U oF shi
o] 7o) S8l Aol FUL ol TAES VL0 WolSo]
& AgelA FolAE £als] Belth 17t shido] YA A 7k
o) 93 Aok s olvel Fuhd M A3 ke Rt sheleke
o) g e ule a4 gl Wef AL wE Hol dis) Sl
AN AL A Bk sk ol A3 A9 U WA 32 AL
oz vineld 98 o Bk olRe AAR NSH BAS B2
itk shsha of| AR A AL B Bl HAT & g1
molt), SRSl ofE Sol, K A
Slol 3 QAEL 2L 4 §hS AL VVAE DA A7 polA 2 Zo}
FAT k&3 7 We] BEL Wol AN vdulel 4k, AR P
KE 913 232 4 2 who] AliAlsh 1ol shebo] Wi, vlphslel
Al B9it) o8l Adeld mold A71E WEk K7} Ab] mEA}
b AR 2 S e AR 5 gk K oEAo
2 8783 9ABL o7 Feloln 178 Fool el H2 A
7000 el QA0 SREHA it AR 7k A et
19T 2AE SR Rahth TUe ST e ) ol

Yeh, Moz shpde] 23 23 3i7] dZolth
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VI ™ 43P £ =2 PRl mejet sptde] ogedet =

AEA o 2 s+ shigd-e 9938k 2(God's eternal decree)©l|
uet Bzl #7714 ARve ogale]et FHoE Bk dre
A3 O TLS QoA gethe ‘AE2] AV (The Perseverance of
Saints) WelE AR it} /T w7t A FAE AlsHHew
wdstH & w o] wEle vg T8 AR ZAE ATl = &
A}, AZERIZE] AYarea 17730]] 550 e A wels ()3
H ARR= HA 2 Z(totally) 2|3 HFA(finally) 2.2 23| ZH-E Hof
A v g 8lal, (2) 15S RiEA] 714 AYA =, (3) o] S
I7re] ofde} 4He shbd oz E ve s AYS 71EAH ) 132
olgA 712Xt “ShdAAM A9 AbslE ofs QtellA Bdstal A
Hog a9 QA FEANIL B AFSH g A2 289 AlA
AAew Tea HFAoRE e & glt) 239 AdejllA Al £
G712 e AviH FLs] FEE v 2 Bojr 38 o] Wi
g ¥ shbdo] TSR A Ak AR geE Qo 7 s
HE=ths Aotk o] g g Fall ARAE St B o, ARojghs 1
9] 2= F-dell 2384 wg7t 2 F S A B s
THe AHoF gatol gt shbde] Ewdshks Al 7] wiiold,

28l Ao A1 "5 AHT A7} ofe} AR shd el At
FrEal M e ARFeE2RE Uow e 2o BAdy) o4 1g]

~o) B2ot T FeH, 15 o WFAlE X sl

37) G.1.Williamson, The Westminster Confession of Faith For Study Classes (Philadelphia:
Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1965), 126,

38) The Westminster Confession of Faith, ch, 17, 1, ©] 1= dgdo] E&3s U7}
A3 A GBS FeU FLs] dEA ofyE ol E ASE ] oA wioks
A7k freF (Q10:28)% el AL ek
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Ao W, 2o 28 Aoe] el g9 gl o Adde o]
Ak 8 7Rl ZrkA 87 20-308-E o9 &

go] w2 opdl AR E3 11 ok5e] §74& B8 s slsted vl
Aoy & vE Aol a5S E3 REAL B2 IS8 B9
gFT s SJFT skl a5 ER FEEA 3
8:29-30) AJEf 2RNE RIghe] o} WH o shpo] FAlolal sh

Ho] G 2N Br|eS & NS kS Tl £HS] B

N
o

3
-
fin}

Ad] & A 37330 shurd el JUg 2l w3k aelelM= A
o] 71mAl Seat FEoll A B Aojear depuA, shuyt
Ro g BE 7PgE 2N B AY 2 BT F e A
o] obdAEE, Y A& AXYAY I oA BT
mg] o7 mlEoll 2RS AEstAle U (Al 3% 2%, 5@
ek 22ja shobde AEE Sl e dEolu Aoy
= Plg] ®BAo] glo] 32 vE= ¢l e 2 o A Aoyt
o

1010 & o A3t glo] Aeshitia Back3d 53h). 7
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rlo
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ol
flo
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H
>

flo
o
52

P
o

~
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Z

=

7

L

o Pk whe AL RIS o 1) Shbdo] elE 9ISk
7h 818 A &1 (Es30eh WahEA o] A ofd ol 3

Fa@ 7ol
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F glckaL 2 4 ik QRko] M1E Aol AR Sk, Shi
gol H=E Alske 2] 1 ol JF= oA R ks A4
apo] shyde) Aplsl T Lo mal dee] H4E WA &
= glu, i 1eisne] gEsh 0o £8S FASAYIE ol )
mhEolet QIke) ARfelx|s] Aol A shbde) Ao Al 7
g AzAZL Y Aol obae o] Aeluele & Fela Fuh
2% A shdo] e TANE Algtolehdl of| AfelE A
F 9 shbdo] 18 AeA RaES T Aoleke Ao 7L
W AlgEel gtk Je olAe AIsH 2AY F8E Fgelea
B % Qirk ASENZEAGTNN 179 358 o] T thHAE
& Foh “IRelE BPen AESS A} Al £33 15 ot
dol Qs Hole) AFa S-S AN S PRS 2T Fo.

2 2ol WAR BB 1 Hol HEAE Fh” 5, AEE Al
F5} fa10] R uhRel Wz A% HES Wal T Bk Ao
o). ulo] e, AA1Se] & o)o] Aejol] ME 4 STk BAS i)
A AAe] Tl ke Shidel vhe-g Bus

& 2R ST IR WE] QAH ARL WIE k0 o)A

2 Aol i@ shide] Aagtel ARo= Yeigly] o]t
A A seleke Aokl B FEH A2 Ws 8 S

39) The Westminster Confession of Faith, ch, 17, 3.
40) Stanley Grenz, A3} &, T7]5a &)8te] BEdlo} 55, (A& VP, 2001), 124,
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woll AP AH o2 XA Sefel] girkar 23 2eiA 7lsal HE
& AP 7P AR HE A of& A St 255 o] HellA
= W] gy TRAE AR Algre] A wiol] Feg ATl A
s ke 2 AlgH o TR 2= |k AR Adshe
7 HE INAE Kk FA, & 3] A o] 1 AR
L HTH R FAHORE A2 Aol ot Q1AYo] HlF &
e Hojual she £tk 1 glojual she dso] 1 Al
of heh shpael FA4 Ale Iy Faskd < gitk. 287]
Aol 54 7L 74 oRE sk AAYAY 24Tt ofUth

Aptolgls Abdo] dojud, 1§53 wIE # QEet 15
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= Ads 7EAE 2 07} ATk éi%‘ Apg e Hﬂ AJP 3

thal sheeke o]RA| Wekes A2 Aok dn It 28] A

o) aFdE AL, &% fle AR de AES AR SHE

dell T gRol & Aolr}. 7L HH o= shd] 282 Y &

Aol A Zujgke Zolgke wEE wsle JREddA Hh‘é 7}8240% 3}
=

& Zloltt. shubde] ARt 2 bl gl Abgelglnhd o 1‘41?& B
L) ARde WskA] -5 5ol ERIAZIEA, 5ol ofA
& A2 A 7 AVEsRE AbRe] B7kA] GAE) Aol ke fasjol
& Aot

Ty agel= Eretar 53k sh A Aslze dart Q)

41) Gilbert Meilaender, Bioethics: A Primer for Christian(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 2006), 57.
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42) K.H, Peschke, Christian Theology: Moral Theology in the Light of Vatican II, 773
o, "aEaEw&esh A2d, (H&: 253 1992), 345.
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