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* ABSTRACT -

A Study on the Discourse of ‘Self-love’ in Contemporary Christian
Ethics

Lee, Chang-Ho

Is self-love a Christian love? Ts ‘loving self’ a proper religious and moral obli-
gation which Christian faith can justify? The aim of this paper is to explore the
discourse of ‘self-love’ in contemporary Christian ethics. In doing so, T will ex-
amine several leading views of self-love and their justifiability in Christian eth-
ical terms. Three questions inform my inquiry in this paper: 1) the relationship
between self-love and normative definition of Christian love; 2) the continuity
and discontinuity between God’s and love of self; and 3) the so-called self-other
relation, Although many scholars have addressed these questions, I will high-
light four major approaches to this inquiry. This paper treats the views of four
authors - Anders Nygren, Garth Hallett, Edward Vacek, Gene Outka - whose
positions fall on a continuum from least permissive(Nygren) to most permis-
sive(Vacek). I will examine each of these authors in turn and identify their con-
tributions and weaknesses and compare these four authors, highlighting sim-
ilarities and differences among them. I conclude with some ethical suggestions
which can contribute to enriching Korean Christians’ life of love in terms of

self-love,

Key words: self-love, Christian ethics, Anders Nygren, Garth Hallett, Edward
Vacek, Gene Outka
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AZAFEE 7150e] AFRIZY shbd S Al (s —)] Abre] tide
24 O g5o 2 Algeler & tie g A ARIE FE olFvha
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A A e Al FElE B 715w Abere] WA A ¢fst
T YA dds] EAT) ofPA Holok & AITE Ap] A Al
2 715 Algo] wolsd e e Ty =94 g
ST ARBHAA AZARY O S 715 o]l (#ig)e] ARl
Al Z1=wae e gE dAd EHE Ald Ao gy 5 3l
© R 7H P oAl A Bt gk o] A 2B (st Augustine)S
Abge] fElE Shbd el Alepoll gt =ojo] 2 & <hollA] ek,
FE A ol2lgt Weke BlojuA] ghett o A2’ sl
9& Abdete Zlo] FE Al e Fejeta Aeith shds
Abgre mant Aldehe 1 Abdo] FHE Ea} T2 0% el 01
£ T Utk A viE AA] &4, thE ol g ETE shids
WA ag]a o Algelok stk i el ARFE FOlEoE WA e
H& AlggPolojol alar, 1 thgl o] Al AP |AkEe] shubd e
A <tellA] vl2A] o] Fojzfof gt} e 12x g A Ak
0 ofd I ETHE shids o] A o] 7hsaitt oA~ %
2lo] A7 Al gtoll A orAlsh wiojo, F 48 A& = dFUTrE
3L AAEE shide] FRERA QIR Aoks AAX~HJA (A 2
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1) Augustine, Confessions, tr. by Henry Chadwick (New York: Oxford University Press,
1991), 1.
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2) Aole] Flglols] wE EAle] 279 e Spa Alehe
% w0} gloke Zolth 17lE] Aok $7e] the B0 2nE B9
Aoz ZASHE Zolgn ReHel olad W), Aok oo] Hr}
T e, Aol} st e Sz AAE SAT A7) A el
942 For @ 1) ARG BosPl (perverse) Bk TekA 2
o AR R A AS TRk g A, )4 oA

He AIAe] 7hsdE @e] wiAlslAlE da vk Ae BAe

offkae shidel AAHA AAe) Bl ol ArIAY
28 74l Yoz Jrskhe 7128 Sk Tt shbdel Ay
A F2eA P Aol Fgstel, Aol A7k gdeke Aol 4
AES AN, Ael A7t Ak G TARThE Al Tl
BN AFCE% AL Y-S WEDT, A5Erh 178 E of
% ol SRk Haw e o520 B Aol Stk olaltat o] AT
A At AEh shig g the o e
o ok A7) AL o Aok d Rold et “shpdst
§ 7Phe o5 H 2 a0 e maska ol shbdst @ ke
Agks urh B AlgeloR @eboe 1] sls) 3l Az W, A7)

Poll $HEAE Folof Ak T Aot B 4 AN ge
Aol &S & 4 ok LAY, oIzl AIHE hbde
AV Ee Aol Al wedela) Eoln Aolol] WAE (el ol

2) Oliver O'Donovan, Problem of Self-love in St. Augustine (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1980), 147.

3) Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae (o]} ST 1-11 27.7.

4) ST 1I-1I 31.3,

S) ST 1I-1I 26.3-4,

6) ST 1I-1I 26.6.
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9)ele] )3 A18b U 12l (Anders Nygren) & Shde] AFEhE At
A . 571204 Ao sk W, Aok BE) Agel o
£l oo el T A1 Bl 295 Aol 2R
GG 0| T A FAA Bed &7 olsl ek, Yl shid
o o] WA A A ARS 7| Sa Ae felrt 588
F 9l XS BASP AR I o)zle] el AN
ofshe] Wiz ohith, eA] FEm A8kAel oFE7KGene Outkar U
aale) A4S A7)l g AlaA olalol Qo) shtel SekAsl
e HASEA, ALkl g 4gel Aol Bastthn A

lo

Agit), =9AQ 27} lolA AP AL AlgeRs AY 5 AT
AAHA T2 S2H8 © F (unreflectively) 12A] F]7] % 3= Aol

A A7 A o] tinormal), B3t oF7hs HEA o2 A |AY

o] o] % AlE 9% E”éc’l g g vk FSRIA, vl ES 573l

7) Martin Luther, Lectures on Romans, tr. and ed. by Wilhelm Pauck (Philadelphia:
Westminster Press, 1961), 366-369,

8) Gene Outka, Agapeistic ethics, in Philip Quinn and Charles Taliaferro, eds., 4
Companion to Philosophy of Religion (Oxford: Blackwell, 1997), 485.
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A e e] Algel e 12E s 5 fle AAH, AIAEe 7
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1. RN obtu(aiilel 28l Alz)e| etxi(Rm)Ck Lale] f4l
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Yaale] 47141 olalis 19 olel e Ze Aol gink, Yal

9) YHEA0R B uj o] =l Irl= M) A7 EkA A HTk= U] gz}
o] ZAgel] tigk A18ke f2]F B4 - vl o] WHEL TS Fa des we
Faa} g}, Yole] aplAlge @A e 2 oldls HahA 418k Ao Zlo]
welylela glom gelle 2ok AlgES FH3lA Aol s Te] rdes
A7 WelA|RE 1 e FAHolE Rk FEE BAHo |t} vl AP
Al 7150 Fe BEE Rolgia AAMshaA Ao ZAES AXlskET
NS FAEA R s Y8l 2 2AES E8ta o olsTls A
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& Atoleke mEAsAe) AN TeAe] Al el 5]
A, 92 obrpsle] T wile] Sz el Aol dhel v 3=
Yade 2 ) 2 el ARke ARy A, shide)
AR AP - 71329 9] AbEeltH(spontaneous and unmotivated), '
shd ol Al A 710l oal 2E AV 1 s delvt A9
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gk oW o]t F71 sl Ale] wE ZAY AFge] A9E A3t
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EARA 2 A EAo FAEA AFethe ou]elA E7]1294]
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10) Anders Nygren, Agape and Eros, 1773 4, Tol7 |9} o| @2, (M&: Fe]2%k tolA|
2ZE | 1998), 78-79.

11) $19 A, 80

12) $1¢] 2, 81-82.

13) 22 4,

14) 91¢] A, 83,
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7550 o717 T FpHof o A7) ARl )&
gk 10 Aoz 7EA7F lvhar deE = tdnts doke Al o
& Aolth. Akl tidel ek 714 7tel] uhe §71%-7F glom
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15) YR Rt RIS A A9l S @ 2 itk 4] ARl
B2 98 Aol B4 0w elshs 2e BEo|n B ShidE A1 244
Aol =7 1ol A ek,

16) Outka, Agapeistic ethics, 482.

17) Yz, 919 4, 177,

18) #1¢] A, 181,
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& Bolle A7) ARle] EAE BAte] aARG dAIekE Al
S (Self-Preference) @& HAA7]13 W E o= BAFE 98l e
735l 2] ARle B Asks Aol (Self-Denial) 35 g3t} 1
7R Yl 7HA] frdol Itk Alote} BfAp o) = Holl = 7] 2A] e
(Parity) 179, BFALlZl B 2 W53 A E Fe 7125 A48k
E}A 5(Other-Preference) 13, EEAFAl 2] oll == gkl A] Zlol vl
HE 583she AloHEE(Self-Subordination) 3, A7] AH12] Fo)L
ERtell Al f-2]o] F wol|t F Bl = Afobdzk(Self-Forgetfulness)
@ soleh?

oAl T 8 £ Ul A AEAl AR, Aobd S(Self-
Preference) @ 0ltt, Aoke} BER} Atol] olalj(fi#) 7} ZEE ), EbA}
o] FJEY 2] Al folE & o A4 F e YA QA E
AT 3ot AlgHA fele] AsolA Ajolel] thgh A A5
ZAE AAG HEAQ =2 ofFvhzelt), gollA] EiE, ok~
= At AAP ol siZste] shdET UE o AldeliA = <F Ha,

2 °l% Bt UE U ARl dtta hxdtt 2 dEle o) s
W & 2ol Aldstete Rl ek vk aie Avfgith o R
ofF Lt 2 ol o] Al AR 2AR st Ar|Atre] WAjeln
A1 Bl tigh Abge] B o2 Jtolof ol gt 20 o)
& o FHE o U2 (0)9] alX S i ow HAX 27]AL

21) Stephen Pope, Love in contemporary Christian ethics, Journal of Religious Ethics
23, 1995, 169.

22) Garth L. Hallett, Christian Neighbor-Love: An Assessment of Six Rival Versions
(Washington D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1989), 2-10, 47-82.

23) ST 1I-1I 26.3-4.

24) Thomas Aquinas, Opusculum 54, chap, 3, Hallett, Christian Neighbor Love, 3 14
ARAE-
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25) Luther, 919 A, 366-369.

26) Hallett, 9]¢ 331, 49.

27) U7} ¥l AR} 71238 Ay o] 48 A&sE o|AS ggog o Alz viA

e AE sk ).

28) ‘@ah—r 2SSt} B & < uE o] Aviet dEe] aE sk oA Es
AEAR A3 shdde] 2] A2 ARl w8 BauA syl Gl .

29) Halletr, $19] 2, 50

30) 919 F, 34,
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ofe} Abe] 4] =2 el Slo] Wl & Aleehs Aldelete o R
XAl 2 Aol
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gl B Aot} o]/ o] EiS ¢lod o] RS IAR 1Y §3
S AAT = 9 A 2ra e ZEA =T

31) ST 1I-1I 44.7.

32) o7IMe RREFA 8 13-148E& 18T ol TE ARFES HkeHl sk
Ysle 2usH slle 2ol o e #5skl sk oy o)A vale] Yyt sloR
59 BE g BEEhe $oll 259 Y4ydt Aog H3le] 153 A8 Hgslo
53 st Felek hANg 2.

33) Karl Schelkle, The Second Epistle to the Corinthians, tr, by K. Smyth (New York:
Herder and Herder, 1969), 126, Hallett, Christian Neighbor Love, 51 4 A<Q1&-

34) Hallett, $12] 2 51-52,
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35) 9ol A, 4.

36) St. Ambrose, Duties of the Clergy, in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, tr, by H.
De Romestin, 2nd ser., Vol. 10, book 3, chap. 2, n. 13, Hallett, Christian Neighbor
Love, 5 A #|A&-
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37) Karl Barth, Ethics, ed, by D. Braun and tr, by G. Bromiley (New York: Seabury,
1981), 329, Hallett, Christian Neighbor Love, 5°|A1 #9148

38) Halletr, $19] 2, 53-55.

39) #19] A, 5-6.
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(Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University, 1994), 304-312,
47) 19l A, 5-16, 49-66.
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Journal of Religious Ethics 24, 1996, 31.
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54) Stephen Pope, The Evolution of Altruism and the Ordering of Love (Washington,
D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 1994), 110-119.
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57) Gene Outka, Agape: An Ethical Analysis (New Haven and London: Yale University
Press, 1972), 13-15.

58) Gene Outka, Comment on “Love in contemporary Christian ethics”, Journal of
Religious Ethics 26, 1998, 437-438.
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