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* ABSTRACT -

Augustine, Christian Realist? or Christian Communitarianist?

Moon, Si-Young

There are so many possibilities of interpretation on Augustine’s social ethics,
For example, Reinhold Niebuhr regards Augustine as the first source of Christian
Realism. Instead of Niebuhrian view, Stanley Hauerwas regards Augustine as the
Christian Communitarianist,

More interestingly, Max L. Stackhouse considers himself as the heir of Niebuhr,
He emphasizes the public faith through accepting Niebuhrian view of Augustine.
The Christian ethics of Niebuhr and Stackhouse maybe belong to libertarianism.
On the other hand, Hauerwas thinks Augustine’s ethics as the model of Christian
Communitarianism. Hauerwas says that the most important task of Christian ethics
is to enhance of gospel identity of church, in short, ‘being church’, In other words,
Stackhouse and Hauerwas are different from their perspectives for Augustine’s so-
cial ethics.

But this paper’s focus is not the differences but the possibilities of mutual sup-
plementation between Niebuhr-Stackhouse and Hauerwas. The most important el-
ement of this interpretation on Augustine’s ethics is the relations between civitas
terrena and civitas Dei. Niebuhr and Stackhouse consider that the task of church
as civitas Dei is to realize the values of it in civitas terrena. But, Hauerwas em-
phasizes the gospel identity of church as civitas Dei in itself.

This paper’s proposal is not seeking the third way between Niebuhr-Stackhouse
and Hauerwas. Choosing either Niebuhr-Stackhouse or Hauerwas is not the pur-
pose of this study. The critical and main focus is seeking the possibility of dia-
logue or the necessity of taking both view of Niebuhr-Stackhouse and ethics of

Hauerwas for church’s moral reformation in Korea,

Key words: Christian Realism, Christian Communitarianism, public theology,
ecclesial ethics, Libertarian-Communitarian debate, Reinhold
Niebuhr, Max L. Stackhouse, Stanley Hauerwas
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