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* ABSTRACT -

Theological and Ethical Critiques on the Scientism

Kang, Won-Don

In the academic society, in which dialogues between science and theology
and, further, a certain form of convergence and integration of the two are hot is-
sues, problems of the scientism don't be treated carefully, On the one hand the
scientism shows the temerity to explain everything in the world according to the
scientific logics, on the other it reveals its blindness in the efforts to solve all the
problems of the world scientifically, If the science is tied to such a scientism, it
sets up itself as an integral science, goes beyond the territory adequately given to
it, invades and at last colonizes the world of meaning and the transcendental.

In order to overcome such problems of the scientism from theological and eth-
ical viewpoints, I distinguish the language of theology from that of the science in
the first step. Second, I criticize the scientism from scientific-philosophical
perspectives. Third and at last, based on a theological reflection on the liberation
praxis of God in the world, I suggest how to regulate science and technique in
the modern society, in which a scientification of techniques and a technical-

ization of sciences are highly realized.,

Key words: convergence, ideology, integral science, philosophy of science,
science and theology, scientism
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corrected and revised edition(Oxford : Clarendon Press, 1889), 180: "Homo enim
naturae minister et interpres tantum facit et intelligit, quantum de naturae ordine,
opere vel mente, obsevaverit: nec amplius scit, aut potest. (...) Itaque intentiones
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R. Descartes, Von der Methode des richtigen Vernunftsgebrauchs und der wissen-
schaftlichen Forschung, (ibers. und hg. v. L. Gdbe(Hamburg : Meiner, 1960), 53.
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19, 73, 187, 205.
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Wachstumsgrenzen(Heidelberg: Spektrum der Wissenschaft, 1991).
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3t 27| =S Al7I9F A8 B (Philosophical Investigations) S 21733k
7] LgRe] o] & AR tiE i gtk 8 A PHES FHshe ol 234
A FEgL R AL 2] vEAFERIY] =2 AFFefolct

32) L. Wittgenstein, Tractatus logico-philosophicus, 14. Aufl (Frankfurt: Suhrkamp,
1992), 5.141.
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tiven Handelns, Bd. 2: Zur Kritik der funktionalistischen Vernunft(Frankfurt am Main:
Suhrkamp, 1981), 1825 g}
37) J. Habermas, “Technik und Wissenschaft als ‘Ideologie',” Technik und Wissenschaft
als ‘Ideologie,” 8. Aufl.(Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 1976), 93f.
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38) J. Habermas, “Arbeit und Interaktion: Bemerkungen zu Hegels Jenenser
"Philosophie des Geistes',” Technik und Wissenschaft als ‘Ideologie,’ 33. Y= SPHu}
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39) J. Habermas, “Erkenntnis und Interesse,” Technik und Wissenschaft als ‘Ideologie,’
155-9.
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41) J. Moltmann, Gott in der Schoepfung: Oekologische Schoepfungslehre, 212ff,

42) Chr, Link, Welt als Geheimnis: Studien zum Problem der natiirlichen
Theologie(Miinchen: Kaiser, 1976), 177.

43) W. Pannenberg, Systematische Theologie, Bd. 2, 43.
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